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out in a blaze of glory 


By John Economos 
be Australian Olympic 
team is determined to go 
out in a blaze of glory in 
tonight’s (Tuesday) clash with the 
highly skilled champions of 
CONCACAF, Honduras, at the 
Sydney Football Stadium in a 
desperate attempt to salvage hon- 
oar for the ‘Green and Geld’. 
Australia will be severely handi- 
capped being forced to take the 
field without the powerful services 
of captain and block-busting right 
midfielder Brett Emerton, out sus- 
pended. 


Emerton in the second half last 
Saturday night had been scythed 
down by an opponent and was then 
tidiculously sent off by Brazilian 
‘whistler’ Simon Carlos Eugenio 
for retaliating with a very strong 
shove on his assassin im Australia’s 
galant, but cruel, battle against cur- 
rent Gold Medal holders, Nigeria. 

In Emerton’s absence, brilliant 
sweeper Hayden Foxe will auto- 
matically shoulder the responsibili- 
ties of captain. 

Haying cruelly lost both games 
to Italy and then Nigeria, the 
extremely proud and highly talent- 
ed Australian team is seething for 
revenge and retribution. 

Australia’s very proud Olympic 
coach Raul Blanco, mirrored the 
Australian players’ huge hunger for 
a win when he stated to ABSW last 
night: “We made just two mistakes 
in two games which you can’t 
afford to do at this level, and we 
were severely punished. 

“Honduras is an excellent team 
and despite losing to Italy last 
Saturday night, gave the Italians a 
torrid time with an incredible game, 
especially in the second session. 

“Honduras has an excellent 
chance to qualify, but we do not 
want to leave the Olympics empty 
handed,” stressed Blanco. 

Without Emerton’s relentless 
thrusting power down the right line, 
Blanco must carefully chose an 
ideal replacement. 

Lucas Neill automatically comes 
to mind as a likely candidate to 


BREAKERS PLAYERS 
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teplace ‘Emmo’ as the strongly 
built mobile Millwall defender can 
attack as well. 

Neill’s strong defensive qualities 
will be urgently needed on 
Australia’s right flank where he'd 
be saddled with the duty of har- 
nessing the lethal left Honduras 
flankman, Martinez. 

The magnificent and electrifying 
Martinez last Saturday night caused 
horrendous probiems to Italy with 
his dazzling pace and incredible 
elastic ball-control. 

(Continued Page 3) 
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Bosnich turns down 
Middlesbrough move 


‘anchester United’s former 
first choice goalkeeper 
rk Bosnich has rejected 


an offer to go on loan to English 
Premier League rivals 
Middlesbrough, United’s official 
Web site said last week. 

The Australian turned down a similar 
move to Scottish Premier League club 
Celtic at the beginning of the season, 
despite facing the prospect of playing 
only reserve team football while 
Temaining with United. 

Bosnich, who failed to establish a 
first team place even before manager 
Alex Ferguson signed France goalkeep- 
er Fabien Barthez from Monaco for 4.5 
million pounds ($11.25m) in the close 
season, has said he will fight for his 
place at the club. 

“Td rather die on my feet than live 


on my knees. That’s why I’ll never 
throw the towel in at this club,” he said 
Tecently. 


Bosnich turns down Middlesbrough 
move. 


University sponsors Cosmos Youth 


By Graham Cooke 


lhe University of Canberra has 

been named as the main sponsor 

of the Canberra Cosmos youth 
team in the 2000-01 season - the first 
time the NSL club has had its own entry 
in the National Youth League. 

In making the announcement, Canberra 
Cosmos chairman Danny Moulis quoted a 
newspaper article from the first season of 
the NSL in 1977 in which the ACT’s 
entry, Canberra City, was praised for hay- 
ing an effective youth policy. 

“We are closing the circle...making the 
history of soccer in Canberra relevant to 
its present and future,” he said, 

In more ways than one. Moulis himself 
was mentioned in the article as one of the 
young stars who had benefited from the 
policy, as was Stephen Hogg, who was at 
the press conference to hear the 
announcement. 

The chairman said it was crucial to the 
future of the Cosmos that the club identi- 
fy and develop the best local talent. 
“There is a lost generation of Canberra 
players who, having finished their schol- 
arships with the ACT Academy of Sport, 
have had to look for advancement outside 
the region,” he said. 

“It is commercially responsible to find 
ways to retain them here. 

We need to see a return on our invest- 
ment and in the past the Cosmos has not 
had a good reputation when it comes to 
developing players.” 

Answering a question, he said it will 
cost between $90,000 and $110,000 a sea- 
son to run the team. 

Cosmos assistant coach Tony Brennan, 


who will take over the side, said that in 
the past the Cosmos “has been a team not 
aclub - that is now going to change. 
Jaim to coach this side as I once played 
- I hope not badly,” he said. “There is 
going to be a lotof flare and a lot of action 
on the field and while our major role is to 
support the first team, I believe the play- 
ers we have selected, most of whom have 
already gone through the Academy sys- 
tem, will make this a very strong side.” 

Representing the University of 
Canberra, Pro-Vice Chancellor Graham 
Pollard said no-one should be surprised at 
an educational establishment sponsoring a 
sporting team. 

“We have a strong sporting flavour, 
offering degree in sports administration, 
coaching and media,” he said. 

“This is another way of getting our 
name into the marketplace.” 


‘Stephen Kemp 
(Gungahlin Juventus), Daniel Raad 
(Gungahlin Jnventus), Yosef Zamora 
(Gangahiin Juventus}; strikers, Daniel 
Allffi (Southern. Spirit), Daniel Byrne 
(Burns Club), Daniel Camara 
(Belconnen United), Paul Ivanic 


(Canberra. Deakin}, Lee Rupil 
(Belconnen United, Goran Veljanovski 


Canberra Cosmos chairman Danny Moulis with Graham Pollard 
(University of Canberra) and members of the new Cosmos Youth team. 


ell, the Olympic dream is over. It’s 

the way it goes I guess. You can’t 
put the finger of blame on anyone in par- 
ticular because so many disruptions hurt 
our campaign. 

Importantly every player gave every- 
thing and we can’t but not be proud of all 
of them. No medals but we can hold our 
heads high (see editorial page 8). 


bi on the games, I must say I was 
appalled by the standard of refereeing 
especially in the Italy game at the MCG. 
Mr. Prendergast of Jamaica was fooled 
time and time again by the Italians and he 
went close to losing total control. 

Tt begs the question, why does FIFA 
appoint referees that are technically from 
third world soccer nations for big match- 
es. Surely an official from a South 
American or European nation would 
have been a better option. 

Then again in saying that it was a 
Brazilian that showed little common 
sense when he sent off both captains of 
Australia and Nigeria over the weekend. 
OK, there was a bit of push and shove but 
if there is ever a time to exercise some 
common sense it is when the two skip- 
pers are involved. 

Maybe, the ref makes no difference at 
all, good or bad. It certainly wasn’t meant 
to be, that’s for sure. 

(Full Olympic coverage pages 8-15) 


B ack on the local front and what a dis- 
aster at the Breakers (page 7). Spare 
a thought for poor ofd Lee Sterrey, Years 


building a club that can challenge for 
honours and taken away at the drop of a 
coin - literally. We hope this mess can be 
resolved soon becanse the Hunter area 
deserves, no NEEDS a team, 


lhe Champions league got into full 

swing last week and as usual we have 
the full wrap on the events (pages 20, 21 
& 26). Ona local note Jacob Burns was 
on the bench for Leeds at the Nou Camp 
against Barcelona. Must have been a 
thrill for him - unfortunately they were 
thumped. 


oberto Baggio has decided to stay at 
me signing for newly promoted 
Brescia. Full report on why, see page 22. 


ES probably the biggest news of the 
week was the sacking of Gianluca 
Vialli at Chelsea (page 25). What a way 
for the stylistic Italian to exit the club 
where he has been their most successful 
manager in the last 95 years. Maybe 
Chelsea are just asking too much? 


inally, and back on the Olympic 

games, ABSW wishes to express its 
pride in our Olympic teams. We have fol- 
lowed their path to Sydney 2000 with 
enthusiasm and we are as disappointed as 
them at the menfs untimely exit from the 
tourmament. We hope the Matildas can 
hang in there. As the front page explains | 
this week — let’s finish with a bang. Go 
Boys! 


- Fd. 


Proud fichievement For 
South African Official 


By Graham Cooke 
arney Kujane’s dream came true 
in Canberra last week when the 
South African football team 

stood proudly to attention for their 

National Anthem before taking on 

Japan in the Olympic football tourna- 

ment. 

They were part of the greatest sporting 
show on earth - they had arrived. 

Tt was a long, hard road, as team man- 
ager Kujane was happy to relate before a 
group of fascinated journalists during a 
training session at Canberra’s Greenway 
Oval. 

And it was something for which the 
official was prepared to devote his life, 
giving up a career in general soccer admin- 
istration which could well have seen him 
being feted at a luxury hotel during these 
Olympics rather than dodging showers at a 
training ground. 

Never a great player, he nevertheless 
had a flare for organisation which saw him 
rise through the ranks from district presi- 
dent, regional general secretary and even- 
tually to a place on the South African 
Football Association national executive. 

But the Olympic dream meant more 
than all that, and when he was appointed 
manager of the under-23 team in 1994, he 
withdrew from all other positions in order 
to concentrate on the job. 

“People said I was crazy - how could I 
treat this as a full-time job? What would I 
do when the team was not playing?” he 
said. 

“J soon answered them. I tour the coun- 
try - 1 see hundreds of youngsters who are 
anxious to play for South Africa. We look 
at them all - black, white, it does not mat- 
ter. The only criteria for national team 


membership is ability.” 

It has never been easy, on a continent 
where he admits safety is an issue, he has 
been robbed - had the clothes literally torn 
from his back - played matches amid civil 
disturbance and potential revolution. 

But always, he stuck to the dream. 

“T had three targets,” he said. “First I 
wanted to develop players for Bafanu 
Bafanu [the name given to the senior 
national team, literally The Boys The 
Boys]. We have achieved that, most of this 
current squad have also played at senior 
level. 

“Then I wanted to win a medal at the 
1999 African Confederation under-23 
championships - we won a bronze; finally 
I wanted to qualify for the Sydney 
Olympics. Here we are.” 

Anything else will be a bonus “but | 
think we have the ability to do very well”. 

And afterwards? “I will be back in my 
office on October 5 when I begin planning 
for the next team, There are 24 football 
regions in South Africa and I will visit 
them all, We must not let anyone through 
the net.” 

On the road again. This time the desti- 
nation will be Athens 2004. 


Barney Kujane: South African team 
manager. 


ABSW’s new email: soccer @foreignianguage.com.au 
soccerweekly @hotmail.com still available 
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BIG FINISH EXPECTED FOR RAUL'S MEN 


(continued from front page) 


However, Blanco was not prepared to announce 
his final XI selection till late last night after 
Australia’s last training session yesterday 
(Monday) afternoon at the Marconi Stadium. 

Besides Neill, Blanco has yet another option, 
that of using central marker Simon Colosimo to 
shift out square to the right side in filling the void 
ieft behind by Emerton. 

This option however would force Blanco to 
make a second change, by bringing in to the team 
the previously injured central defender, Con 
Blatsis. 

The Derby County defender Blatsis would 


takeover Colosimo’s central marking role and 
team up with other marker, Steve Laybutt. 

No matter which strategy Blanco ultimately set- 
tles on, it's absolutely essential that Australia 
‘blacks-out’ the Honduras’ No 11, Martinez. 

Blanco has already closely studied Martinez’s 
gifted skills. 

“Honduras is a mean and hungry team and we 
need to do something very special to beat them and 
get something out of this game,” Blanco con- 
fessed. 

The Olympic coach, now probably the last time 
he’li be in charge of the team, went off at a tangent 
to state: “I apologise to the Australian Public that 
we didn’t deliver in the first two games. 

“Including the Honduras game, we will have 


had three full stadiums in three Olympic matches. 

“Unfortunately defeat is also part of any sport. 

“When you are beaten twice against teams you 
know you could have beaten, the pain and agony 
are intensified. 

“We have paid very heavily for our two defeats. 

“The pain of defeat stays. It’s an incredible dis- 
appointment. 

“We are all very, very keen to prove a point. 

“The boys (players) deserve to get points,” he 
stated. 

Blanco wanted to add a special salute to the 
three ‘Oyer-aged’ (Over 23) players that raced 
back from Europe to fight for Australia. 

“Tn Mark Viduka, Stan Lazaridis and Josip 
Skoko, Australia has three very wonderful war- 


already realised all this about these three very spe- 
cial players,” Blanco ended. 

The Australia vs Honduras match kicks off 
tonight (Tuesday) at 8 pm. 

Good Luck Australia. 


high profiled 

yydney identity in 
the area of Youth 
Development, was present- 
ed the ‘Australian Sports 
Medal’ by Mayor of 
Warringah Peter Moxham 
at a special ceremony 
staged by the Warringah 
Council. 

Mr Alagich had been 
nominated for the ‘Medal’ 
by Federal MP Tony Abbott. 

The ‘Australian Sports 
Medal’ is awarded on a once 
only basis in recognition for 
contributions, (in this case, 
Soccer), made to sport. 

The ‘Medal’ was institut- 
ed by the Queen and the 
Prime Minister John Howard 
to commemorate sport in the 
Year 2000 and the Sydney 
Olympics. 

It is an award that the 
Federal Government initiat- 
ed through the Australian 
Sports Commission. 


HAJDUK WANDERERS SC 


Applications are invited for the 2001 season 


for the following coaching positions 


Richard Alagich: Receiving his award from Mayor 
of Warringah, Peter Moxham. 


“Tt was a great surprise 
and I felt most honoured by 


such a recognition coming 
from the Australian 
Government for my work in 
Youth Development,” stated 
Mr Alagich this week to 
ABSW. 

Australian born, Richard 
Alagich undertook studies in 
Physical Education complet- 


S$ MEDAL 


ing a Masters Degree in 
Soccer through the Yegoslav 
Soccer Federation. 

Since returning to 
Australia, Mr Alagich has 
taught at Manly and Hunters 
Hill High Schools. 

Establishing the very pop- 
ular Australian Soccer 
Camps back in 1978 at 
Cromer Park, they have now 
expanded internationally to 
penetrate the Japanese mar- 
ket. 

Mr Alagich as well set up 
the ‘Pacific Soccer 
Academy’ with the backing 
of major sponsoring 
Company, Umbro, 

He has written two books 
titled ‘Winning Through 
Technique and Tactics’ plus 
‘Testing and Selecting 
Players’, 

Both publications have 
been endorsed by World 
governing body, FIFA. 

The second coaching 
manual is being reprinted in 
Japanese as part of the cur- 
riculum at the Institute Of 
Sport and Management in 


Tokyo. 


riors with a magnificent positive and 
very humble attitude. 

“Nothing was a problem for them. 
“Their attitude to play for Australia 
was simply absolutely the very best. 
“In years gone by, this quality, posi- 
tive attitude, was just normal. 
“However, over the years times have 
changed and with that, values, priori- 
ties and attitudes have also changed 
within the modern player. 

“But then you come across three won- 
derful players such as Mark. Stan and 
Josip, who despite being stars in the 
modern era, have all retained very 
strong professional pride and humility 
to return from Europe at great sacri- 
fice to play and fight for their country. 
“J, as the coach, am very grateful to all 
three of them for this. 

“Tm certain, or would like to believe, 
that the Australian Soccer public has 


captain. 


feeder club to 


=\t NORTHERN SPIRIT 


S JE a subsidiary 


of the Glasgow Rangers 
FOR SEASON 2001 | 


SUPER LEAGUE _ 


Men’s 

tet Grade 

Please send resume to: 
Manly Warringah Dolphins 
PO Box 455 

Narrabeen 2101 

or Fax to 9982-6577 


Men’s 

Under 21’s & Under 18’s 

Venue: Cromer Park, Dee Why 
Day: Date: Time: 
Wednesday: 6.00pm, 
Friday 6.00pm 
Monday 6.00pm 
Wednesday 6.00pm 
Friday 6.00pm 


18th October 
20th October 
23th October 
25th October 
27th October 


For further information: Phone> 9982-6228 


| Under 17’s & Under 15’s Under 14’s & Under 13’s 


Cromer Park, Dee Why 
Time: Day: 
6.00pm 
12th October 6.00pm 
14th October 10.00am 


Venue: 
Day: 
Thursday 
Thursday 
Saturday 


Date: 
5th October 


Cromer Park 
Date: 

3rd October 
10th October 
14th October 


Venue: 
f Time: 
5.30pm 
6.00pm 
10.00am 


Tuesday 
Tuesday 
Saturday 
: | 


U/18's, U/21's & 1st Grade 


YOUTH LEAGUE DIVISION 1 


U/13's, U/14’s, U/15's & U/16's 


U/11's & U/12's 


Applications to be sent to: 
The Secretary 

PO Box 200 

PENDLE HILL NSW 2145 


RICHARD ISLARICE Under 12's & Under 11’s 


Venue: Cromer Park, Dee Why 
Day: Date: Time: 

Monday Sth October 5.30pm 
Wednesday 11th October 6.00pm 


"W sseRBAs Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth The Second, 
‘Queen of Australie, has instituted an Australian medal | 
40 commemorate, in the year 2000, Australion sporting achievement; | 
LDO by this warrant award yon the Australian Sports Medal, 


hhte.e. 


‘Governor-General of the 
By His Excellenes/'s Command Cammmonwenith of Austrafia 


Geoff Lake 0419 689 402 


ist Grade & Under 21’s 
Cromer Park, Dee Why 
Date: Time: 
8th October 6.00pm 
Friday 13th October 6.00pm 
For further information contact: 
Robert McCallum 
0410 478 917 


| JUNIOR/SUPER CADE ] 


For further information regarding the Youth & Junior contact: 


Time: 
6.00pm 
6.00pm 


Day: 
Monday 
Tuesday 


Date: 
46th October 
17th October 


Under 16's & Under 14’s 

Venue: CromerPark, Dee Why 
Day: Date: Time: 
Friday 6th October 
Friday 13th October 
For further information contact: 
Wendy Aouad 

0414 603 772 


6.00pm 
6.00pm 
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The Good Oil ... The Good Oil ... 


IHE TEAM bus that 

last Saturday night 
took the Australian 
Olympic squad to the 
Sydney Football Stadium 
for the clash against 
Nigeria, proved be.a night- 


mare, 


fit 


Not only was it an old 
school type bus with most 
uncomfortable seats, but as 
a bonus was heavily under- 
powered. 

Four times on its way to 
the S.RS. the engine stalled 
because it couldn’t cope 
with the load. 

But there was more. 

Whilst approaching the 
Sydney Fish market area, 
the driver got lost a bit and 
made a wrong turn that 
detoured the bus to go 
through the C.B.D. zone. 

Imagine if this bus was 
carrying a team from 
Russia or Iraq. 

eeee 
URELIO VIDMAR 
has heen appointed as 
the new captain of Adelaide 
City for the coming NSL, by 
coach Zoran Matic. 

‘Viddy’ replaces veteran 
central defender, Alex Tobin 
who has moved to the 
Parramatta Power, as skipper 
of the Adelaide side. 

Carl Veart was installed as 
the “Black and Whites”, vice 
captain. 


Danny Milosevic: Australia’s Olympic goalkeeper. 


United for the Champions’ 
League clash with 
Barcelona in Spain. 

Burns was one of the 
players that pulled out of 
the Australian Olympic 
squad last month to go for 
trials at Elland Road. 


Jacob Burns: On the 
bench for Leeds United. 


e000 
(ORMER ARGENTIN- 
IAN: WORLD CUP 
mega star, Diego Maradona 
stacked his Jeep 
Havana, Cuba, late last week. 

Whilst driving the four- 
wheeler with a friend, 
Maradona collided head-on 
into a tourist bus. 

Photos beamed across the 
planet showing the totally 
wrecked Jeep, left everyone 
amazed at just how the little 
barrell-chested Argentinian 
genius walked away alive. 


Aurelio Vidmar: Adelaide City’s newly 


installed captain. 
ecco e000 
ACOB BURNS, the for- HE AUSTRALIAN 
mer Parramatta Power Olympic Soccer team is 
attacking midfielder, was based right down the back 
seen last Thursday sitting of the Olympic Village, well 


on the bench for Leeds 


away from all the other 


near © 


Australian teams and ath- 
letes. 

The Aussie Soccer 
team’s only ‘neighbours’ 
are the Chinese teams. 

No Michael Diamonds, 
Tan Thorpes, Susie 
O’Neills, Michael Klims, 
Andrew Gazes or Kieran 
Perkins’ anywhere near to 
be seen other than on video 
screens, 

Not what you’d call 
great from an Olympic 
bonding aspect. 


ring into Sydney’ from 
Europe, 
Emerton’s powertul 


block- busting raids down 
the right flank against the 
European champions’ Italy, 


Kasey Wehrman: Australia’s energetic 


e000 
RETT EMERTON, the 
captain of the Australian 
Olympic team, last week 
attracted further interest from. 
overseas people. 
Almost immediately after 


Diego Maradona: Stacks his Jeep into tourist bus. 


the Australia vs Italy 
‘Olympic opener’ at the 
M.C.G. last Wednesday 
night, the phones started to 


Olympie midfielder. 


sparked immediate inquires 
from 2 giant Serie A team. 

Members of the Italian 
giants’ coaching staff were 
calling their Sydney contacts 
for background info on 
‘Emmo’. 


a 


Apparently the Italians 
had still not caught up with 
Emerton’s sale last month to 
Dutch side Feyenoord. 


Brett Emerton: Sparks inquiries from Italian giants. 
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YDNEY OLYMPIC last 

Sunday in a special 
charity match played at 
Lambert Park against 
Canterbury Marrickville, 
struggled to a 1-0 win via a 
late penalty scored by Nick 
Carle. 

An enthusiastic young 
Canterbury side coached 
by former Australian inter- 
national Jimmy Patikas, 
put up a most defiant dis- 
play that had the NSL team 
up against the ropes for 
most of the match. 


Jimmy Nikas: Man Of 
The Match last Sunday. 


Patikas boasted after the 
match that he had no less 
than eight players in the 
side that were under the 
age of 20. 

Star of the match was 
Canterbury’s _attaking 
midfielder Jimmy Nikas. 

Nikas was voted ‘NSW 
Super League’s ‘Player Of 
The Year’ recently. 

0000 

OCCER, (Football as it’s 

officially tagged in the 
Olympic Games), has once 
again attracted the most tick- 
et sales to date of any one 
single sport. 

In Sydney alone, as of 
midnight last Friday, Soccer 
(sorry-Football), saw 
281,140 tickets already sold. 

And that’s not including 
tickets sold for interstate 
matches, 

Interstate games, {again as 
of midnight last Friday), had 
racked up: a monumental 
total of 648,417 tickets sold 
to date. 


The split over the four 
centres outside Sydney, was: 

Adelaide: 100,563. 

Brisbane: 186,190. 

Canberra: 85,212. 

Melbourne: 276,452. 

To date Soccer has 
‘scored’ the staggering ticket 
sales of 929,557 with tickets 
still available for Canberra 
and Melbourne matches. 

Only Athletics surpassed 
Soccer’s grand total, coming 
in with sales to date of 
1,446,358. 

But Athletics includes 
numerous events with 
numerous sessions. 

Asa matter of interest, last 
Friday night’s absolutely 
magnificent, (if not unbeliev- 


able) Opening Ceremony, 
drew ticket sales of 92,866. 

Sales to date for the 
Closing Ceremony are run- 
ning at 80,548. 

0080 
MBERS ‘of the 
Australian Olympic 

team as from this week are 
being used by the Federal 
Government in its cam- 
paign to stop teenage girls 
from taking up smoking. 

From early this week, 
four girls from the current 
Australian Olympic team- 
Dianne Alagich, Amy 
Wilson, Sunni Hughes and 
Anissa Tann-Darby, are 
being highlighted in the 
campaign launched by 
Federal Minister for 
Health, Mr Michael 
Wooldridge and the US 
Secretary for Health and 
Human Services. 

The four Aussie interna- 


has played with Hajduk Split 
and more recently with 
England Division 2 side 
Reading, 

Olympic’s General man- 
ager Peter Raskopoulos stat- 
ed to “Good Oil”: “He comes 
to us highly recommended. 

“Tf he’s half. as good as 
what I’ve been advised, and 
if he’s fit, we'll sign him up,” 
stated Raskopoulos. 

eece 
IHE SEVEN NET- 
WORK ratings for last 
Wednesday night’s Live 
telecast of the Olympic 
Games match, Australia ys 


SPORT 
= 
Italy, from the M.C.G., 


rocketted to 771,000 view- 
ers in Sydney alone. 


Dianne Alagich: Aussie International-Anti Smoker. 


tionals are being featured 
on a poster with the mes- 
sage blazing across it, ‘Be 
strong, Be free, Smoke- 
free’. 

The launch was done last 
Sunday at the Richmond 
Soccer Club in Melbourne. 

Forther planned promo- 
tions regarding anti-smok- 
ing will also involve 
Australian Women Soccer 
players. 

eeee 
YDNEY OLYMPIC 
tomorrow (Wednesday), 
is expecting the arrival of a 
27-year-old experienced 
striker from Liberia. 

A former international, the 

Liberian mystery marksman 


In contrast, the Nine 
Network struggled to reach 
79,000 (Sydney again). 

And Soccer people are 
constantly told by televi- 
sion people that ‘Soccer 
doesn’t rate on TV.’ 

e000 
HE AUSTRALIAN 
OLYMPIC team had its 
first night off for weeks last 
Sunday night. 

Olympic Coach Raul 
Blanco allowed his players 
out of the Olympic Village to 
go into the City and have 
dinner at a new Spanish 
Restaurant. 

The coach's gesture was 
extremely well appreciated 


Peter Raskopoulos: Sydney Olympic’s 
General Manager. 


BONNYRIGG 


WHITE EAGLES 


SOCCER CLUB 


SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE 


Will be conducting trials for it’s Youth and Cadet 
League on the following dates and times: 


Saturdays 7th, 14th, 21st and 28th October, 2000 
Under 11s 


Under 12s 
Under 13s 


12.00noon 
2.00pm. 
4.00pm 


Sundays 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th October, 2000 
Under 14s 


Under 15s. 
Under 17s 


10,00am 
12.00noon 
2.00pm 


Also a Coach for U/13 team is Required. 


Location of Trials: All trials will be conducted at the 
Serbian Centre Lot 13 Simpson Road, Bonnyrigg. 


For further information contact the club’s secretary 
Jack Cirjanic Phone: 9823 7714 


by all players after having 
been couped up in training 
camps for so long.” 

e000 
ARK VIDUKA, 
Australia’s Olympic 
ace-striker, will not be 
released by coach Raul 
Blanco to return'to Leeds 
United before tomorrow 
night’s (Tuesday) clash 

against Honduras. 

Leeds is understood to 
have been on the phone for 
Viduka’s early release the 
moment it became known 
in England that Australia 
cannot now qualify for 
Phase 2 at the Olympics. 

A defiant Blanco stated: 
“Leeds United have been 
selfish and shown us no 
respect. So why should 
Australia show them: any 
now. 

“Mark Viduka is a mem- 
ber of the Australian 
Olympic squad and we 
haye another match on 
Tuesday (tomorrow) 
against Honduras, 

“Mark will be in that 
match,” snapped Blanco. 


Didulica sustained stress- 
fractures of the tibia in his 
Tight leg just a day before 
Australia’s warm-up match 


against Kuwait in 
Melbourne. 
Coach Raul Blanco realis- 


ing on the week-end the 

injury not clear up soon, 

decided to release his custo- 

dian to fly back to Holland, 
eee 


OE DIDULICA, 


Australia’s lanky 
Olympic Games goalkeeper, 
flew out af Sydney last 
Sunday to return to his club 
Ajax of Amsterdam. 


BLACKTOWN & DISTRICTS SOCCER FOOTBALL 
ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED 
P.O. BOX 253, DOONSIDE NSW 2767. 
Tel: 9624 3344 Fax: 9674 3657— 


Email; bdsfa@ 
Director of Coaching: Mr Barry DAVIS Mob: 0407 072 735 
Invites Players for the 2001 Representative teams to Trial 
All’Age men & U/18 male will be posted here when announced 


BERT SAUNDERS Reserve 
KIATA Crescent, (Off KELDARE RD), Next to Featherdale DOONSIDE 


ALL AGE PREMIER 


= Tues 10th October 7.00pm ° Tues 17th October 7.00pm * Tues 24th October 7.00pm 


OUTH LEAGUE 


UNDER 13s UNDER 14s 


6.00pm Wed 4th Oct 
6.00pm Fri 8th Oct 
6.00pm Wed 11th oct 
6.00pm Fri 13th Oct 


Venue; 


Tues 3rd Oct 
Thurs 5th Oct 
Tues 10th Oct 
Thurs 12th Oct 


UNDER 15s 
7.30pm 


7.30pm 
7.30pm, 


UNDER 16s 


Wed 4th Oct 
Fri 6th Oct 
Wed 11th Oct 


Tues 3rd Oct 
Thurs 5th Oct 
Tues 10th Oct 


7.30pm 
7.20pm 
7.30pm 


UNDER 14 & 16 Girls, Ladies ~ To select train on Squad in each age group 
+ Wed 6th Sept 6.30pm 
To finalise each squad: 

* Wed 11th October - 6.30pm 


Joe Didulica: Olympic 
goalkeeper flew back to 
Holland last Sunday. 


* Wed 4th October - 6.30pm * Wed 18th October - 6.30pm 


Now Extra Virgin 
Pure Olive Oil 


Available 
at all 
Delicatessens | 
& Selective | 
Super 
Markets 


GENERAL REPRESENTATIVES 


SYDNEY MELBOURNE 


Kebia Importex P/L Delta Sales P/L 


4 Carrington Rd, Marrickville NSW 2204 17-21 Hodgson St, Brunswick Vic 3056 
Fax: (02) 9558 8299 Fax: (03) 9387 5693 
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By Allan Crisp 


with the luck of the draw!” 


lottery. 


Sydney and Melboume. 


a cin. 


LUCKY ADELAIDE 


s the guy who won the lottery said, “It’s all to do 


There can be no doubt that Adelaide has been 
extremely fortunate with its Olympic Games football 


When the names, Italy, Spain, Chile, Nigeria, 
Korea, Honduras and Morocco were fished out of the 
selection bowl and named as the teams we would 
host here, it was obvious we had hit the jackpot. 

Nigeria is the reigning gold medallist and Maly, 
Spain and Chile are soccex power brokers, while 
Korea thrilled South Australia when it won the Four 
Nations Tournament played here last January and is 
fast becoming a leading light in the Asian region. 

OK, so first time Olympics finalist Honduras are a 
rank outsider, while, not so shining light, Morocco 
has qualified for the Olympic Games five times, but 
has not been able to advance beyond the first round. 

South Australians are a generous lot and while we 
are trifle ruffied not to see Australia here, we don’t 
mind sharing Group A and Group B teams with 


ups. 


HAPPY HONDURAS 


e visiting Honduras squad gives the impression 


that it is not here for a long time, but here for a 


good time. 


PR winner, 


hospital. 


Several times since their arrival in Adelaide, the 
Honduras party has cancelled training sessions to A: 
Go shopping for woollen gloves, jumpers and bean- 
ies. B: Take in the tourist attractions. C: Visit the 
Adelaide Women’s and Children’s Hospital. 

That relaxed attitude has endeared them to the 
local public, with the latter trip to the hospital to dis- 
tribute toys, sweets and balloons to the kids, a real 


There was hardly a dry eye when the Honduras 
players and officials linked arms at the final Ward 
visited to say a prayer for all the ill children in the 


WEIRD WARM UP 


| E fsetena rt seems to be the key for 
Honduras. When Nigeria entered the field of 
play for the opening Hindmarsh Stadium joust with 
Honduras, there was no sign of the latter team. 

With just two minutes to kick-off, Honduras 
emerged with the players making crazy, CTiss-cross 
runs across its half of the pitch. 

An official explained later that the team usually 
does a relaxed preparation in the dressing room and 


SHORT SIGHTED 


‘ational Soccer League fans will remember 
Sydney Olympic striker Chris Kalantzis cele- 
brating a goal by whisking off his shirt and swirling 


Italian Olympic 


Australia. 


That illustrious venue has witnessed many streak- 
ers during past events, but this “brief “ episode was 
a first for this veteran scribe. 

Italian coach, Marco Tardelli, when quizzed about 
the incident on the team’s arrival at Adelaide 
Airport, replied, “We do this all the time in Italy. It's 


a bit of fun.” 


comings-off? 


WOLLONGONG NEWS 


By Otto Bader 


OLVES KICK-OFF - they are 

preparing to roar again under new 
coach Ron Corry. Their first trial was 
played at Crehan Park Cringila, against 
a Macedonian selection side and the 
Wolves did not waste any time in bag- 
ging six goals, 

‘Two for Chipperfield, two for Sasho, 
Petrovski, David Huxley and Stuart 
Young the scorers. 

Some new blood was fielded in trial- 
players Suho Talsiman, experience 
overseas, George Noah, a youngster 
from Bankstown, young Wolves talent 
Stephen Dimitnievski and new keeper 
Grant Barlow, 

According to Genera! Manager 
Graeme Haney the coach could be oper- 
ating with a squad of 2} to 22 players 
with 17 players from inst season already 
on contract. He sees no problem to add 
the five or so newcomers to give him the 
depth needed. 

Bae 
OALKEEPERS CHALLENG- 
ING for the Wolves first grade 

choice custodian are now four with 
Danicl Beltrame, former Cosmos 
Canberra’s Grant Barlow and Con 
Astadiadis who was the NSW State 
goalkeeper in the recent match against 
Queensland and recently returning to 
folds Tynan Scope, a former Wolyes 
youth grade keeper, having spent three 
years in England with Coventry City 
and Bristol City. 

Wolves coach Ron Corry, himself an 
experienced former international goal- 
Keeper, will cast a critical eye over the 
four aspirants and decide his number 
one choice, Two are already on contract. 

EEEE 
RITICAL LOOK AT WIN STA- 
‘DIUM - Wolves directors and 

shareholders conducted a thorough 
inspection of the new venue and found 


the turf has been laid and looks satisfac- 
tory, plenty of time now to settle, every- 
thing seems to be-om schedule. 
BEEE 

OLVES WAITING — Soccer 

Australia still has not as yet allo- 
cated Wollongong’s share of the money 
from their grand final win in Perth, 
played Sunday 11 June — three months 
ago, Club chairman Joe Cachia 1s not 
impressed and is still waiting for Soccer 
Australia to get their act together, 

it is assumed that the Wolves are to 
receive $224,000 — which is much less 
than one could have expected consider- 
ing the huge crowd of 43,000 plus at 
Subiaco Oval in Perth. It really ts not 
acceptable to let the Champion wait so 
long. In other sports, winnings are paid 
out immediately, Mlawarra Soccer dis- 
tributed all prize money straight away to 
member clubs, 

Soccer by sheer numbers should be 
the major sport in this coun- 
try but is not accepted 
as such. The question 
must be asked why is 
this so? 

The answer is 
straight, “the present 
soccer body is not com- 
petent to promote our 
code properly.” 

As one watching soccer 
since 1960 in the Illawarm area 
and NSW, particular Sydney, my dis- 
illusionment is too sad to express and 
I must admit defeat in changing even 
local groups or ethnic groups thinking 
to promote soccer for all Australians, it 
iooks like a lost cause. 

Baas 
'OLVES GIRLS CHAMPIONS 
— the U/16 Wolves Toyota 
Starlets beat Canterbury 3-0 in the final 
for the NSW ASF U/16 women’s 
Soccer Championship, 

The girls on the score sheet were 

Amanda Cergovski, Michelle Light and 


Lynie Herbest. Coach Gabby Stewart 
praised the girls for their hard work and 
commitment through the season. 

Team members were - Holly Ginger, 
Kristen Lee, Kieu Nguyen, Amy 
Werakso, Lauren Piatek, Michelle 
Light, Amanda Cergovski, Mandy 
Roskell, Gilda Perez, Ayla Whitney, 
Krystal Dafkovski, Temika Wearing and 
Lyne Herbert. 

BEES 

OLVES JUNIORS - at the 

reoent junior presentation at the 
Fraternity Club over 380 attended the 
final get-together of the Wolves sides 
from U/12’s to U/I6's plus 3 girls 
teams. Two sides made the semi-finals, 
2 sides made the State champion chal- 
lenge and the girls UF16's won the State 
Championship. 

Bann 

WARRA SOCCER NIGHT - 

the annual awards presentation 
Soccer INawarra named 
Conistan's Jon 
Chapman (21) the 
player of the year in the 
ICU Premier League, 
F a former Woonona 
F junior. In Conference 
league the player of the 
year was named with 

Bellambi’s Billy 
Sterjovski who joined 
this year and was their lead~ 

ing goal scorer, The leading marks- 
men in Premier League were Leon 
Alexio from Wollongong Olympic and 
in Conference league Alan Flack from 
Picton Rangers (27 goals). Club cham- 
pion of the year is Dapto in Conference 
league and Western Suburbs in Premier 


Fair Play awards went to University 
in Conference and Lysaghts in Premier 
League. Coach of the year is Port 
Kembla’s Adrian Alston, a former soc- 
cero. 
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their shorts and threw them into the crowd at the 
Melbourne Cricket Ground after they had conquered 


Well, Marco should know, but as an admirer of 
Italian league football on television, I’ve yet to see 
such scant (scanty) goings-on, or should that be, 


FIFA, reportedly, will take no action over the inci- 
dent. Good to see someone has a sense of humour. 


OFF THE CROSSBA 


And, we do have a quarter-final which pits the 
winner of Group C against the runner-up of Group D, 
which gives us a rough chance of seeing the mighty 
Brazilian Samba Dancers in action here. 


is not in the habit of engaging in pre-match warm- 


There’s no room to dispute the unorthodox 


method because Honduras led Nigeria 3-1 before 6 far, Kores and Spain are jointly heading the 
drawing 3-3 in a superb display of skill and courage. S * 


it around his head in celebratory triumph, expected Spain to reign by three goals. 
XKalantzis received a booking for what was per- 
ceived to be an unacceptable display of naked flesh. GOLDEN TV 


There have been many other examples of that type 
of behaviour being punished by officialdom. 

The leading question thus arises, should not some 
form of disciplinary action been taken against the 


Games players, who pulled down 


IN AUS 


By Graham Cooke 


| f= Australian staff coach Vie 


Fernandez is back in Australia 
after a stint as national team boss 
)) of Samoa. 

“That’s a grand title, but in fact 1 was the 
only professional coach in the country,” he 
said while attending a press conference to 
 iaunch the Canberra Cosmos youth team. 
! “There is a local competition, but it runs 

for just six months of the year and then the 
players go to rugby union. We have been 
trying to get them to make a full commit- 
| ment to one or the other.” 

He said FIFA has given the Samoan 
Football Association $5 million to build an 
| academy, and efforts were being made to 
| secure more coaches. 


By Graham Cooke 


ne of a new breed of young players 

in the ACT Premier League, Jaime 

Mauro, of Belconnen United, was 
named ACT Player of the Year at Soccer 
Canberra’s presentation night. 

It was the first full season in the competi~ 
tion for the midfielder, and he played an 
important role in securing the Premiership for 
his club. 

Mauro, who could not attend the function 
because of a family illness, is already show- 
ing a quite exceptional degree of adaptability, 
able to surge forward, adding weight to the 


championship jadder for the best Cheer Squad of 
the tournament in Adelaide. 

The Korean group's synchronised cymbal clast- 
ing and Spain's orchestrated drumming provided 
sharp contrasts in national fervor. 

Colourful garb wor by the squads added further 
atmosphere to what was a grand occasion, but few 


| Wednesday night’s Australia-Italy game 
screened by Channel 7, was watched by a nation- 
wide audience of 2 million viewers. 

That figure constitutes a national record for a tele- 
vised soccer football match, eclipsing the 1.373 mil- 
lion people who viewed the Australia-Iran World 
Cup draw in 1997 and the 1.359 million for the 1993 
World Cup qualifier against Argentina at the Sydney 
Footbali Stadivm, 


Perin, Channel 10 presenter Robbie 
Soccer Weekly editor Vince Battiato, 


GOOD CHEER 


TRALIA 


“They had a club competition with 20 
teams - that was far too many in a country 
of only 70,000 population. We got them to 
reduce it to 10 which includes both the full 
national side and the under 20s, but with 
only a couple of part-time guys to help me, 
it has been tough going,” Fernandez said. 

His contract is now completed. “They 
want me to go back for another year, and I 
am going to think about it.” 

Fernandez was at the press conference |} 
to support Cosmos chairman Danny 
Moulis, who was in the Canberra City jj 
youth team he coached during that club’s 
first season in the National Soccer League |} 
in 1977. 

Also in the audience was another mem- 
ber of the team from that era, Steve Hogg. }) 


strike force when required or, a3 he did 
against Gungahlin Juventus in the grand 
final, play a more patient game in front of the 
defence. 

He robbed Steven Lee, Capital City Suns 
of a remarkable double. 

Lee, who was under-23 player of the yea 
in 1999, finished just two points behinc 
Mauro, tying with Tuggeranong United’ 
Robert Schroder and just ahead of Monar 
veteran Jimmy Baxter. 

Another Belconnen player, Lee Rupil, wa 
named under-23 player of the year, with th 
under-19 title going to Robbie Cattanach, c 
Gungahlin Juventus. 


cially unstable club on Friday and then 
hometown hero and Mr Nice Guy Andy 
Roberts bailed out on Saturday. 


By Greg Danvers 


NEWCASTLE 


| Twelve players desert the club after entitlements not met 


Trpcevski along with homegrown tal- 
ents Glenn Moore, Greg Owens, Shane 
Pryce (Perth), Andy Roberts, Glenn 


the superannuation entitlements and 
wages on time. 
Soccer Australia, who have been 


stick together for a long period of time 
but there does come a time in the life of 
a professional footballer where you | 


SOMEONE please rescue the flag- 
ship of Soccer in the Hunter Valley. 

The straw that broke the camel’s 
back last week was the failure of the 
club to pay the players’ wages on time. 


Sprod, Brad Swancott, Brad Wieczorek 
and Mark Wilson. 

“As of yesterday 12 players have tet- 
minated their contracts with the club 
through the lack of stability,” a gutted 


well aware of the ongoing problems 

within the club for months, have sat on 

their hands and hidden behind a phrase 

they call due diligence — more like 
bureaucracy. 


he ship is sinking while the CEO tealise you need to have your basic 
of the Newcastle Breakers obligations met.” \ 
Morris McAlister relaxes and 

| enjoys a beer. 

Ten Newcastle Breakers players sev- 


ered ties with the embattled and: finan- 


On top of that the $15,000 cheque for Lee Sterrey said on Saturday. The former consortium had to get out 
Marconi, winners purse from the “Basically this whole saga is or the bank was about to foreclose and 
Breakers Pre-Season Challenge, was destroying people’s lives.” from all accounts Hall hoodwinked 


stopped and won't be paid for some- 
time. 

Marconi will join a long list of cred- 
itors from the Hunter Valley owed in 
the vicinity of $200,000. 

“Tm haying a beer - I’m a little bit 
lax,” Morris McAlister said late on 


With these guys goes the chance of 
the Hunter Valley having an NSL team 
in the future. 

WHO takes the responsibility for this 
major crime? 

Should Soccer Australia be appor- 
tioned with the major portion of blame? 


them into believing he was cashed up 
or had enough assets to underwrite the 
deal. 

We, the soccer public, have been jilt- 
ed and deserve better. 

The Professional Football 
Association (PFA) have been working 


Friday afternoon. Do the former owners shoulder some with the players and trying to resolve 
“We just paid the players and I’m responsibility or does it come down to _ the issues but time has run out for the 
relaxing.” the lack of moral business acumen of region to have a team in the NSL. 


Gone from the team that coach Lee 
Sterrey has built into a formidable out- 
fit in two short years in the town are 
John Buonavoglia, Bob Catlin, Travis 
Dodd, Andy Harper and Vasko 


paying your bills when due of owner 
Dayid Hall? 

The latter is the crunch question for 
the players would have stuck by their 
coach and the club if they had been paid 


“Tt has been a very sad couple of 
days not only for the players but the 
region,” PFA CEO Brendan Schwab 
said. 

“The players have tried their best to 


John Buonavoglia: One in a dozen} 
to leave the ailing Breakers. 


SOUTH STRIKES TWICE IN CGP ROGND 


The Cup play-offs are on Friday, September 29 at Bulleen’s 
Veneto Club venue. The third and fourth placed teams meet at 
6pm. The Cup final between first and second teams is at 
8.15pm. 


By Bert van Bedaf 


‘Tynan-Eyre Cup, which had its second round double 
header at the Green Gully Reserve last Saturday. 

Squeezed in between Olympic football at the MCG, 
Victoria’s pre-season tournament for national league clubs pic- 
tured a powerful South Melbourne last week, well ahead of its 
state and city rivals in terms of fitness and performance. 

The former national champion beat cross-town rival Carlton 
3-1 last week and accounted for regional club Eastern Pride 2- 
1 in the 2pm match. 

At 4pm, Carlton came from behind to draw 1-1 with the 
Melbourne Knights, who are exhibiting early signs they will 
be a difficult side next month when the NSL starts. 

Defender Fausto DeAmicis released a pile driver that shot 
South into the lead after 15 minutes, but Pride’s reliable for- 
ward Brian MacNicol equalised at the half hour stage. 

Not to be denied, Andy Vlahos produced the winner for 
South Melbourne 10 minutes into the second half. 

Joel Porter is offering Knights fans an early glimpse of his 
abilities, scoring pre-season goals. He gave his new club the 
lead in the first half, but Carlton’s forward Joe Tricarico 
equalised in the 67th minute. 

Both Vlahos and Porter are displaying excellent early form. 
They also scored for their clubs last week. Vlahos took care of 
the scaler and Porter got the Knights level on half time with an 
important header last week. 

it is already emerging that the Pride, with two losses from 
two starts, will be struggling and that Carlton, a loss and a 
draw, still has a lot of work to do to be near the top next sea- 
son. South Melbourne looks ominous, while the Knights, with 
a win and a draw, are showing a lot of promise. 

The Tynan-Eyre Cup moves to the Knights stadium in 
Sunshine for round three on Sunday, September 24. 

Eastern Pride plays Carlton at 2pm. Melbourne Knights and 
South Melbourne complete the double header at 4pm. 


S= Melbourne made it two wins in a row in the 


Applications are invited from suitably qualified coaches for the 
Federation’s Elite Female Development Program. A coach is 
required for the Zone which covers the Association areas of 
Gladesville Hornsby, Manly Warringah, Kur-ring-gai and the 
Central Coast. 


Applicants should hold an Australian Coaching Council 
Accreditation and be prepared to undertake coaching License 
courses to further their development. Experience with elite play- 
er programs would be an advantage. 


The successful applicant will also be required to assist with Zone 
Camps and State Teams. 


BLACKTOWN & DISTRICTS SOCCER 
FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION 

P.O. BOX 253 DOONSIDE NSW 2767 

Telephone: 9624 3344 


Fax; 9674 3057 
E-mail:  bdsfa@bdsfa.com 


COACHES WANTED 


Written applications should be received by close of business 
27th September, 2000 and forwarded to: 


Mr Max Groll 

Manager, Coaching and Development 
NSW Soccer Federation 

PO Box 6146 

Baulkahm Hills BC NSW 2153 


The above club is seeking 
experienced coaches. 
Must have minimum 
Level 2 for our 
U/13s, 14s & 15s 
Youth League sides. 


For further information, please contact Max Groll 
during business hours on 02 9629 1800. 


www.soccemsw.com.au 
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OH NO, NOT AGAIN 


Aussie Olympic dream another shattering disappointment 


In recent history alone, we let 
the Kiwi's qualify for the 1982 
World Cup in Spain. Then in 
1989 we were beaten at home by 
Isracl after an wacharacteristic 
mistake by Charlie Yankos, and 
so there went Italia 90. 

Four years later Diego 
Maradona came back into the 
Argentinian side it seemed just to 
make life difficult for us at the 
lust hurdle. He didi AnAlex 
‘Tobin own goal in Buenes Aires 
sealing our fate. 

And then of conrse is the now 
notorious Iran debacle where four 
minutes ofconsentration lapse 
out-of 180 cost us a place at 
France 98. 

Now we have another string to 
our unwanted bow — as host 
nation of the Sydney 2000 
Olympic Games we are the first 
team eliminated. 

There is a famous professor of 
Cadbury chocolate fame who 
penned the phrase “Why isit so?’. 
Perhaps he was referring to the 
plight of Australian football in 
the World scape of things? 

Donit get me wrong, we have 
had some fantastic moments on 
the world stage — the 1991 
Young Socceroos who finished 
fourth in Portugal, our best per- 
formance ever at the time. Then 
there was the miraculous Ned 
Zelic goal that took us to the 
‘Barcelona Olympics — again a 
creditable fourth place. 


AUSSIES ON BACKFOOT 


Last year our Joeys became the 
first Australian team to reach a 
World Cup final. And we of 
course canit forget the pinnacle of 
our achievements — West 
Germany 1974. 

We do have some other great 
performances in our history 
including a great 0-0 draw with 
World Champs 2t the time Brazil 
at the Confederations Cup and 
that amazing 4-1 win in the Gold 
Cup in Sydney against reigning 
World Champions at that time 


There you go. We can be a 
quality foothall side, Isis just that 
when it mutters most we seem to 
Jack thar killer insunct. 

No-one will argue that the cur- 
rent crop of players in our 
Olympic team didnit do us 
immensely proud against both 
Ttaly and Nigeria. We totally out- 
played bath opponents yet came 
up with zero pomts from a possi- 
ble six. 

Is it luck? Is it naivety? Was 
our preparation not right? Did the 
player selection ramblings cost us 
in the end? Why is it so? 

Itis probably a combination of 
all of the above. But I think as a 
Ration we have to star bemg 
happy only with the actual result 
and not settle for the effort with- 
‘out the victory. 

With no disrespect to raul 
Blanco who has done an amazing 
job considering the circum- 
stances, the job was not done. 

Blanco was the first 0 claim 
responsibility and apologised to 
the Australian public after the 
Nigeria Joss. But let me teli you, 


Tho Dream is over: Australia’s Vince Gretia is comforted by team-mates as the 


Raul Blanco is not alone to blame 
— that could take hours to 
explain. This exercise is not 
about delivering the blame but 
instilling the belief. Blanco has 


AFTER LATE GOAL 


realization hits. 
certainly done that with this 
group of players — we saw that 
by the way they took the game to 
the Italians and then fought back 
against Nigeria. But as most 


world class coaches will tell you, 
they'd rather play badly and win 
than play well and lose with 


pride. 
Blanco said it best at the post- 


match press conference: “I am 
proud of the cofnmitment of the 
players, but we did not get the 
Tesults and coaches are judged by 
their results.’ 

But in fact Blanco did get the 
tesults — not on the scoreboard 
but on the pitch. 

OK, so there will be no medal 
at Sydney 2000 but Australian 
soccer has taken one more great 
step towards soccer superiority 
on the world stage. 

We are always quick to judge 
Australian soccer failures but 
have we ever stopped to think 
that we just aren’t ready for the 
success that we crave? 

Over 130 000 fans saw 
Australia play their first two 
tmatches and that does say some- 
thing about the state of our game. 
1 was there. ] felt the roof come 
down when Australia staged its 
fightback against Nigeria. 

I think Raul Blanco can take a 
bow for taking us another step 
forward on our footballing cru- 
sade. 

I just hope he is given some 
credit officially towards the bat- 
tles he has endured to get us this 


-~ 


Australia 


italy 


(Pirlo) 
Crowd: 93,252 


ussie supporters were plentiful 

in the 93,252 strong crowd at the 

MCG onopening night, but they 
went home disappointed, seeing 
Australia lose 1-Oto Haly, when a cred- 
itable and deserved draw against the 
tournamentfavourites was only nine 
minutes away. 

Australia’s football Olympians dis- 
played grit and fighting spirit by holding 
Ttaly scoreless for so long, but a momen- 
tary loss of concentration netted the 
talians victory. 

They showed promise and zeal with a 
bright beginning, with Stan Lazaridis run- 
ning down the left flank on a heavy and 
slippery pitch and Mark Viduka mmming at 
the Italians and appealing for a penalty 
when Marco Zanchi tackled him on the 
inside edge of the box. 


‘There certainly were encouraging signs 
the way Josip Skoko, Brett Emerton and 
Vince Grella handled the midfield battle, 
but right on 20 minutes the Italians began 
their own forays towards Australia’s goal 
with ominous warnings. 

Simon Colosimo headed a free-kick by 
Gianluca Zambrotta off the line in the 24th 
minute as Italy pressed ahead with Andrea 
Pirlo, Gianni Comandini and Nicola 
Ventola harassing the Australian defence. 

But Australia almost stole the lead with 
two minutes left before half time. Grella 
provided the through-pass from midfield 
slightly to the left, where Curcija headed 
the ball goal-bound ahead of his marker 
Alessandro Grandoni only to be denied by 
the outstanding Italian ‘keeper Christian 
Abbiati, who palmed the ball clear. 

A wonderful combination gave 
Australia another chance, but Mark 
Viduka’s backheader, from a Simon 
Colosimo cross from the left, went across 
goal and beyond Curcija on the right. 

Australia edged towards the lead only 
three minutes into the second half, when 
Skoko produced an in-swinger that Vidoka 
side-footed over the crossbar, while hav- 
ing an open goal at his mercy. 

The Italians were nearest to going 


ahead in the 56th minute, when Nicola 
Ventola shot on goal at close range to be 
denied by Olyroos ‘keeper Danny 
Milosevic. 

A minute {ater Emerton unleashed a 
breath-taking, 25-metre shot that Abbiati 
just pushed for a comer. 

‘Ten minutes before full time, a minute 
ahead of Italy’s goal, Viduka reached 
Curcija who again headed on target, only 
to have his attempt thwarted by Grandoni 
who cleared for a comer, His two chances 
together with Viduka’s side-foot and 
Emerton’s shot were the great scoring 
opportunities for the host nation to clinch 
what would have been a colossal win. 

Italy, however, struck the deciding goal 
in the 81st minute. Substitute Massino 
Margiotta, on for Ventola in the 76th 
minute, stole the ball from Hayden Foxe, 
who let it slip away from him, and ran it 
down the side on the right. 

Ventola then coolly crossed to an 
unmarked Pirlo who scored off the left 
post with a nervous shot. Foxe desperately 
tried to clear, but the ball had already 
crossed the line and the Italians were home 
at a pinch for a lucky win. 
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By Bert van Bodat 


lyroos coach Raul Blanco was 

obviously disappointed his team 

failed to extract at least a draw 
from a stirling performance against the 
$340 million Italian team. 

“We deserved a point at least. Obviously 
we're disappointed, but we should feel 
very proud, considerine we played the 
European (U2) champions.” Blanco said 
at the post-match confcrence. 

But former Socceroos coach and 
Olyroos coach in 1988 Frank Arok, put his 


finger on the caase of Australia’s demise. 

“The team lost concentration in the final 
10. minutes of the game. At this level, play- 
cts Must concentrate for the full 99 mim- 
utes. itaty did this and Andrea Pirlo was 
able to grab the crucial goal,” Arok said. 

Bat Blanco refused the point the finger 
at sweeper Hayden Foxe, whose crucial 
mistake allowed Massino Marziotta to 
release the deciding pass. 

“Tt was one mistake, but we all make 
mistakes. Hayden should not be hung for 
his. He doesn’t deserve that sort of treat- 
ment,” Blanco-smd. 


GAMES TO OPEN UP FORK 
BETTER PLAYEKS-SAMARANCH 


lympic chief Jnan Antonio Samaranch 

last week that soccer's world gev- 

ezning body was ready to sttract more 

majer players imto the tournament at future 
Games. 


‘The Olympic men’s touament at the Sydney 
Games is restricted to under-23 players with 
countries allowed to incinde three over-aged 
player. Standards are a long way short of soc- 
cer’s World Cup finals held every four years. 

But Samaranch said he had talked with Sepp [ 
Blatter, the head af world governing body FIFA, [ij 
about the issue. 

“There are many excellent players. under 23, 
But, for me, that is not enough. I have spoken 
with Mr Blatter,” the Intemational Olympic 
Committee (IOC) president told a news confer 
ence. 

“T think Mr Blatter is ready to consider improv- 
ing the quality of the Olympic toumament.” 

Samaranch said the date. of the Games was 


“Mr Blatter said that if the Games were in July 
you can count on great players taking part in the 
Olympic Games,” Samaranch said. 

‘The next Summer Games, however, take place 
Juan Antonio Samaranch: Ready to attract _ in Athens in the second half of August 2004. 

better players. 


Complete matches, non stop coverage, with up to three matches a day. 
C7 — Your ticket to the Olympic Football. 


To Order the C7 Olympic Package Call Now 


132 492 

FOXTEL 131 999 
OPTUS 1300 720 091 
ACCESS 1 1300 550 220 


NOW FOR ONLY : 


uper Cadet & Super Youth League 


ccer Trials 2001 Season 


Saturday, 7/10/00 at $.c0am 
Wednesday, 11/10/00 at 6.00pm 
Saturday, 14/10/00 at 9.00am 


woe 

Saturday, 7/10/00 at 10.30am 

Wednesday, 11/10/00 at 6.00pm 

Saturday, 14/10/00 at 9.00am 
wake 

Saturday, 7/10/00 at 9.00am 

Monday, 8/10/00 at 6.00pm 

Thursday, 12/10/00 at 6.00pm 
etek 

Saturday, 7/10/00 at 10.30am 

Monday, 9/10/00 at 6.00pm 

Thursday, 12/10/00 at 6.00pm 
its 

Saturday, 7/10/00 at 12.00pm 

Monday, 9/10/00 at 7.30pm 

Thursday, 12/10/00 at 7.30pm 
eee 

Saturday. 7/10/00 at 1.30pm 

Monday, 9/10/00 st 7.30pm 

Thursday, 12/10/00 at 7.30pm; .—~ 

ALL TRIALS WILL BE CONDUCTED AT? ~ 
ALLAMBIE RESERVE 
ALLAMBIE ROAD, EDENSOR PARK 


For further information please 


cali 0418 613 502 
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QOD The Games-Men 


WE’RE OUT 


Amazing fightback ends in tears 


Australia 


Nigeria 


igeria have ended 
the Olyroos 
Olympic dream 


after scoring a dramatic 
3-2 victory in an action 
packed match at the 
Sydney Football Stadium 
last Saturday. 

A packed house wit- 
nessed an inspired Olyroo 
comeback, from 2-0 down, 
and the dismissal of both 
captains before a heart 
breaking Simon Colosimo 
mistake gifted Nigeria the 
winning goal. 

The Olyroos are now out 
of the Olympic Football 
competition as they are four 
points behind second placed 
Nigeria, and six behind first 
placed Italy, with only one 
game remaining. 

Australian coach Raul 
Blanco was disappointed 


after the game but praised - 


the effort of his team. 


“T think it’s a shame. 1 
think the team played so 
well, fought so well and 
played excellent football. J 
think they were an inspira- 
tion in every way they 
played,” he said. 

“But that’s the way it is, 
we have to accept the reality 
that we are out of the 
Olympic Games.” 

Nigerian team official, 
Moussa Abdullahi, thought 
the game was an even 
encounter but denied his 
team were lucky. 

“We worked hard for it 
and the goals came, it’s not 
just luck. In fairness, I 
think the Australians played 
very well and didn’t deserve 
to lose but that is football,” 
he said. 

Nigerian player Yakubu 
Ayegbeni thought the differ- 
ence between the two teams 
were their ‘strikers’, who 


converted three out of four 
shots on goal. 

Australia in comparison 
only converted a quarter of 
their many opportunities, 
once again highlighting the 
value of injured Harry 
Kewell. 

Nigeria’s first goal came 
in the 16th minute, A cheap 
loss of possesion resulted in 
star player Julius Aghahowa 
threading Pius  Ikedia 
through a flat-footed 
defence. Ikedia finished 
confortably. 

The Olyroos responded 
with style as a Josip Skoko 
free kick found the diving 
head of Captain Brett 
Emerton, who just shaved 
the post, 

The Olyroos vunerability 
to Nigeria’s pace was 
exploited once again when 
Aghahowa was put in the 
clear and chipped keeper 
Danny Milosevic to great 
effect. Aghahowa’s celebra- 
tion of three backflips wor- 


thy of such a fine finish. 

Seemingly down and out, 
the Olyroos sparked a come- 
back when captain Brett 
Emerton skipped past two 
players into the box, before 
cutting back for Michael 
Curcija. Curcija’s shot was 
cleared off the line by « 
defender. 

The Olyroos continued to 
pile on the pressure and 
were rewarded five minutes 
before half time. A foul on 
Josip Skoko set up Hayden 
Foxe from around 20 yards 
out. Foxe’s free kick took a 
wicked deflection from the 
wall and sent the capacity 
crowd into raptures. 

Three minutes later the 
Olyroos equalised with a 
magnificent goal. Curcija 
lobbed to Mark Viduka in 
the box, who then cleverly 
back-heeled to Kasey 
Webrman. Webrman blasted 
the ball into the back of the 
net to cap off a remarkable 
comeback, 


The second half began in 
spiteful fashion as an 
Emerton elbow on Ayegbeni 
sparked a confrontation 
between the two sides. This 
resulted in a sending off for 
Emerton and opposing cap- 
tain Celestine Babayaro. 

Around 10 minutes later 
came the crucial blow. 


Simon Colosimo’s attempt- 
ed header back to keeper 
Milosevic was only strong 
enough to find Victor Agali. 
Agali then rounded a des- 
perate Milosevic to send the 
SFS into a state of shock. 
The Olyroos to their cred- 
it kept fighting. The late 
introductions of Clayton 


Zane and Nick Rizzo creat- 
ed many nervous moments 
for the condensed Nigerian 
defence, who held out for a 
memorable 3-2 victory. 

The Olyroos will now fin- 
ish their Olympic tourna- 
ment against Honduras at 
the SFS tonight (Tuesday). 


They're just too quick: Australia’s Simon Colosimo is left in Nigerian Julius 
Aghahowa’s trail. 


in a whirlwind opening 

22 minutes to pave the 
way for a 3-1 win over 
Honduras at Hindmarsh 
Stadium before a sellout 
18, 119-strong crowd. 

Honduras dominated the 


| netted three goals 


first 10 minutes before 
Gianni Comandini broke 
through for Italy with a 
telling header after gianluca 
Zambrotta and Nicola vento- 
Ja relaying a string of passes. 

It was 2-0 five minutes 
later as Massimo Ambrosini 


x-lialy 
Nigeria 
Honduras 
Australia 


73-05-00 
15-09-00 
16-09-00 ial Haly 
16-09-00 
19-08-00 Adelaide — ‘ttaly 
19-09-00 


Sydney FS Australia 


taly oy 
honduras 3:1 


Australia yvs.Nigeria 2:3 


vs. Nigeria 
¥s. Honduras 


powered home another head- 
er from a Gennaro Gattuso 
Tight wing cross. 

Comandini drilled in 
Italy’s third goal a further 
five minutes in, but blew a 
golden chance to score a hat- 
trick after 26 minutes. 


italy crush Honduras 


Honduras reduced the 
deficit when Comandini’s 
attempted clearance flicked 
off his head for an own goal. 

With David Suazo firing 
up front Honduras raided 
purposefully, but could not 
crack the solid Italy defence. 


lympic debutants Honduras came clase to scor- 
jing the first major upset of the Games but 
eventually had to settle for a 3-3 draw against 
defending champions Nigeria when the men’s football 
tournament started last week. 
Honduras led Nigeria 3-1 with 12. minutes to play in 
their Group A-match at Adelaide's Hindmarsh Stadium, 
oply for Nigeria to complete a typical fightback nnd 


secure a pomtin a thriller. 
Nigeria, who made 


habit-of coming from beltind to 


Win matches when they won the bold medal in the Atlanta 
Games four years aso, tell beliind after 35 minutes when 
David Suazo pul: Honduras ahead’ : i 


in the carly 1 


Us which claimed 3,000 lives — thea 


looked to have dane enowgh to win whea Suazo scored his 
second and his team’s third from the penalty spat 

But the Nigerians, whose build-up to the Games has 
been plagued by key players pulling-out of the squad 
never koow when they are beaten. The fightback began 
when Victor Avali scored after 78 minztes and was'com: 
pleted with a Insi-ruinite strike from Yakubu Ayesbeni. 
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Pirlo goal gives Italy hard 
fought victory over hosts 


Olympic soccer gold medal for 64 

years, scored a highly fortunate 1-0 
win over Australia in their opening 
Group A match at the Melbourne 
Cricket Ground last week, with Andrea 
Pirlo grabbing the winning goal nine 
minutes from time. 

Pirlo, who scored both goals when Italy 
won the European Under-21 final in June, 
was lucky to score after being played into 
the clear by substitute Massimo Margiotta. 

With only goalkeeper Danny Milosevic 
to beat, he mis-cued his right-foot shot 
which hit the right-hand post and seemed to 
take an age to spin over the goal-line. 

Australian defender Hayden Foxe scram- 
bled the ball away and for several moments 
it appeared that referee Peter Prendergast of 
Jamaica, who had a poor game and seemed 
to be on the verge of losing control, had 
waved play on. 

But with the ftalian substitutes jumping 
for joy on the touchline he suddenly point- 
ed to the centre-spot to confirm the goal. 

It brought a chorus of booing.from the 
saw their side 
challenge the Italians all the way in a keen- 
ly-fought match that Australia could easily 
have won with better luck and crisper fin- 
ishing. 

Italian goalkeeper Christian Abbiatti 
denied them with three outstanding saves 
and was lucky to keep 2 clean sheet when 
Mark Viduka had the Italian goal at his 
mercy but could not control a fierce high 


[c: searching for their first 


93.000-slus crawd, whe 


cross from the right which bounced off his 
knee and over the bar. 

The match was never a pretty one, with 
tackles flying in almost from the kick-off, 
but after a scrappy first half which pro- 
duced little good football both sides settled 
down and the entertainment value went up 
considerably. 

Australian captain Brett Emerton was an 
inspiration as the match went on and was 
desperately unlucky not to score after 57 
minutes when he forced Abbiatti into 
another superb save with a long-range shot. 


Ausiralian Josip Skoko chases 
down Italian goalscorer 
Andrea Pirlo, 


OLD 


Chile’s Reinaldo Nevia outclimbs 
Spain's Capdevila. 


Koreans notch first win 


when Korea made full use of its 


Kim Do-Hoon was brought down _ attacking wing backs. 
in the box by centre-back, Adram Korea pinned Morocco in its half 
MOROCCO 1 Roumani. d for a ae period before the 
- Morocco’s goalkeeper, Tarik latter unleashed shots from captain, 
orea kept its quarter- Eljarmouni saved the resultant Youssef Safri, Otmane Elassas and 
final hopes alive with 2 penalty but Lee Chun-Soo tucked — Bouchaib Elmoubarki. 
fought 1-0 win over away the rebound. Morocco attacked relentlessly in 
Morocco at Hindmarsh Stadium. Attacks swept from end to end _ the closing stages, but failed to pro- 
The Koreans opened their quring a free flowing first half duce the killer punch. 


CHILE TROUNCES MOROCCO 


Chile ‘keeper Nelson Tapia was on the spot to make an easy 
save. 

At the other end, Fouzi Elbrazi and Mohamed 
Kharbouch closely guarded Zamorano, whose ocean of tal- 
ent eventually sank the Moroccans, 

Tn the 32nd minute Kharbouch also managed to surge 
forward along the right flanked and crossed into the path of 
Abdelfattah Eikhattari, who side-footed the ball high over 
the crossbar from just inside the area. 

But the class of Chile got the better of the Moroccans in 
the 36th minute, when David Pizarro crossed from the right 
across goal and Navia laid it back to Zamorano who slotted 


By Bert van Bedaf at the MCG 


t was mayhem at a slippery MCG as Chile trounced 
Moroceo, 4-1, on a cold Thursday night, endured by 
crowd of 22,654. Captain Ivan “The Terrible” 
Zamorano single-handedly settled the chaotic bout with 
a hat-trick. 

The Moroccan players faced Mecca during the sounding 
of their national anthem at the Melbourne venue, where a 
small Moroccan crowd displayed the green and red nation- 
al colors. 

The North Africans suffered three crucial blows in the 
first 45 minutes, having a player sent off and going two 
goals behind, one from a penalty, in a devastating first half. 
They fared little better after the break, conceding two more 
goals, including another penalty. 

Tn contrast, the vocal Chilean supporters, occupying a 
ground section at the edge of the Southem Stand at the Punt 
Rd end, sang and danced as Chile captain and Inter Milan 
star Zamorano crossed himself at the starting whistle and 
‘went on to score three times. 

His pious gesture must have caught the Lord’s attention, 
because the game was hardly six minutes old, when 
Kuwaiti referee Kameel Saad Mane sent off defender Adel 
Chbouki for a foul from behind on Chile striker Reinaldo 
Navia, leaving the Moroccans with 10 men to fight out the 
taatch. 

Chbouki became the first player to be red-carded at the 
Olympic tournament for what was a definite foul, but per- 
haps also a harsh decision so early into the contest. 

But the Moroccans weren't about to drop their bundle - 
they did that a little later - and especially striker Bouchaib 
Elmourbaki took the game to Chile’s defending trio Pablo 
Contreras, Cristian Alvarez and Pedro Reyes. The lively 
striker had his first shot on target after 22 minutes, but 


account in the 53rd minute after 


By Bert van Bedaf 
at the MCG 


atin football gripped 

i Melbourne _last 

Sunday night when 

Chile defeated Spain 3-1 in 

front of a passionate 58,061 

strong crowd that created a 

festive and jubilant atmos- 

phere throughout the 
thrilling encounter, 

The Spanish and Chilean 
communities in multicultural 
Melbourne had turned up in 
force, lending colour and 
vocal support to the young 
matadors from the Iberian 
peninsula and their South 
American counterparts. But 
the Chileans won the night, 
on and off the field. 

“Vamos, vamos, Chilenos. 
Que esta noche tenemos que 
ganar”, Go Chile, tonight we 
must win,” rang from the 
Southem Stand as Mexican 
waves rolled around the 


a ay 


Ivan Zamorano: Hat-irick hero. 


CHILE NIGHT FOR SPAIN 


ground. 

The Spanish, in a 4-1-1-4 
formation, lined up with 
Benfica’s Carlos Marchena 
in defence. Chile’s 4-3-3 
line-up again included the 
incomparable Inter Milan 
striker Ivan Zamorano as 
captain, Udinese’s David 
Pizzaro in midfield as well 
as the French-based defend- 
ers Pedro Reyes and Pablo 
Conteras. 

Spain, Olympic gold 
medallists in Barcelona in 
1992, took the initiative 
from the start, testing the 
Chilean defence after six 
minutes. Angulo put the bail 
through for Gabri, who had a 
clear chance on goal but 
blasted the ball over the 
crossbar. 

Xavi produced a vicious 
free-kick on the edge of the 
box that was tumed for a 
comer, before Chile struck 
on the counter after 24 min- 
utes. 


Pizzaro dummied twice 
on the right before crossing 
the ball into the area, where 
Rafae] Olarra out-jumped 
the Spanish defence and 
headed home for the opening 
goal. 

The Spanish mounted a 
strong charge to level ‘and 
when they got past the 
Chilean defence, they found 
Chile’s France 98 World Cup. 
‘keeper Nelson Tapia in their 
path. 

The experienced Chileans 
went further ahead with four 
minutes left in the first half. 
Zamorano intercepted the 
ball from Amaya and still 
managed to cross from the 
goal line while being chal- 
lenged by Marchena. The 
ball crossed to an exposed 
goal, leaving Reinaldo Navia 
an easy tap-in for a two-goal 
lead at half-time. 

Spain nearly halved the 
deficit a minute from the 
break. Xavi took another 
free-kick just outside the 
area and Capdevila headed it 
on target. 

But Tapia dug deep for a 
reflex dive to save the ball 


1992 CHAMPS GET 
DREAM START 


SPAIN 
KOREA 


pain, looking to repeat their 1992 
gold-medal winning performance in 
Barcelona, were far too strong for 
South Korea in their Group B match at 
the Hindmarsh Stadium in Adelaide and 
never looked back after going ahead in 
the 10th minute when Spanish skipper 
Toni Velamazan velleyed home. 

Jose Mari added the second after 26 min- 
utes with a close-range effort while Xavi 
made the points certain with the third goal 
after 37 minutes. 


3 
o 


on the line. 

Tapia was not so lucky 
nine minutes into the second 
haif. The Spanish attack beat 
the Chilean off-side trap and 
stormed on goal. Gabri 
crossed, leaving Tapia 
stranded. Patriccio 
Ormazabal half-cleared the 
ball into the air and an 
oncoming Lacruz headed it 
into the net, halving Chile’s 
lead. 

Spain kept searching for 
an equaliser and was nearly 
rewarded in the 66th minute, 
when Xavi was on target. 
But Claudio Maldonado 
cleared with Tapia in trou- 
ble, 

With the Spanish pushing 
up, Chile captured a lot of 
space up front and 
Zamorano, Pizarro and 
Navia caused havoc in the 
reduced Spanish defence. 

Marchena and Maya were 
regularly in the minority and 
Spanish ‘keeper Aranzubia 
did well to save several 
close-range shots. 

But Navia shut the gate on 
a tiring Spain with his sec- 
ond goal of the night with 30 


The Games-Men VEY 


seconds remaining to full 
time. Zamorano provided the 
cross and Navia blasted it 
home as time ticked away ! 
for the out-fought Spanish. 

Spanish coach Inaki Saez 
Ruiz said after Chile had 
score twice, his team was in 
trouble. : 

“Tt became quite a job to 
get buck into the game, We 
tried hard to get a draw, but 
in the end it proved too 
hard,” he said. 

Chile coach Nelson 
Acosta said the win was 
important to get the team in 
the quarter finals, but he 
would not be drawn into any 
medal speculation. 

“This was 2 great game 
for the public from both 
teams. We had the better 
quality on the night and we 
deserved to win. Butit is still 
a long way to go to say any- 
thing about winning a medal. 
We will approach the next 
games in the same way as we. 
have played our previous 
matches,” Acosta said. 


it home with a powerful header. 

The Chilean supporters cheered, but the 
Moroccan players remonstrated with Mane, 
arguing Zamorano had been offside, ahead of 
Elbrazi when Navia crossed, 

Struck by two cruel blows, the Moroccans 
were third time unlucky when Kharbouch 
tripped Pizarro inside thie area and the contro- 
versial Mane pointed to the spot. 

Zamorano thundered the penalty into the net 
just on half time, giving the South Americans a 
two-goal lead at the break. The Chile captain 
killed of the Moroccan spirit with his third goal 
after 55 minutes. 

Patricio Ormazabal fed Navia from midfield 
and the left striker cut it back on the goal line 
from the right, allowing the Inter forward to 
side-foot it home towards Chile’s emphatic vic- 
tory. 

The Moroccan defence was in total disarray, 
when Zamorano ran through, only to be brought 
down by substitute Otmane Elassis, who'd 
replaced Karim Benkouar two minutes before 
half time. Navia blasted the penalty home to 
complete the rout of the shattered Moroccans. 


Elmourbaki nearly saved 
the Moroccans’ honour with 
12 minutes to full time with a 
right-foot shot from an angle 
that went centimetres wide 
of the far post after a great 
individual run. But a minute 
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later Houssaine El Ouchla 
grabbed the African’s conso- 
lation goal with a well-struck 
header, giving the small band 
of supporters some cheer on 
acold and bitter night. 


OQH The Games-Men 


Bright start 
for Africans 


Cameroon 
Kuwait 


ameronn’s first Olympic soccer campaign got 

off to. a bright start with an enthralling 3-2 win 

over Kuwait at the Gabba in Brisbane last 
week, 

The frst sound Group C tussle against the Kuwaitis 
tested the highly fancied Cameroon side which was anmaed 
with Exglish Premier League star Btame Lauren ints bid, 
for the Olympic gold medal. 

Cameroon gave Kuwalt a taste of the Lions’ spirit 
when iLoponed the scoring cight minutes from, haiftime 
off-a header frm 20-year-old Nicolas Alnoudii, one of a 
few African professionals still based in bis home country, 

‘However, Kuwait struck back in the 63ed minute to 
draw level st 1-1 through reserve striker Khalas Aloutairi, 


Italian ieague player Patrick Mbonia, who plays for 


Serie A side Parma in. the Halian league. shot Cameroon” 


toa 2-1 lead in the 76th minute. _ 
_Camemon then made: it 3-1 10, minutes Sater when 


 pefore finding midfielder Meyer whose-'shot struck. 


‘Kuwaiti Jamal Abdulrahman.. 
__ Abdulrahman was initially credited with an own goal, 
but officials iater awarded Meyer the goal. 

_ Kuwait refused to surrender and clawed its way back to 
4-2 off Abdulrahman's boot two minutes from formal: 
time. 


[oroun¢] 
FIGHTING KUWAIT BLAST 
CZECHS OFF THE PITCH 


Kuwait \3 


Czech Republic | 2 


T= all-amateur team of 
Kuwait gave themselves a 
superb chance of a place in 
the last eight with a shock 3-2 win 
over the Czech Republic in a 
Group C match in Brisbane. 

Trailing 1-0 at half-time to.a sec- 
ond minute Marek Heinz goal, 
Kuwait stunned the Czechs with 
three goals in 17 minutes from 
Khalaf Almutairi (56) and Faraj 
Saeid (64 and 73). 

The Czechs went close after 65 
minutes when Libor Sionko hit the 
post, but their only response was a 
last-minute consolation from Roman 
Lengyel which leaves the group wide 
open. 

Cameroon have four points, 
Kuwait three, the United States two 
and the Czechs one. 

Czech coach Karel Buckner said 
afterwards: “We had so many 
chances to score, I can only shake my 
head and wonder how we didn’t win, 
but at least we are not out of it yet.” 


Points shared for 
dominant Americans 


he US team largely 
Tenis the first 

half with Josh 
Wolff astandout forthe US 
taking on the Czech 
defence time and again 
however it was teammate 
Chris Albright who gave 
the Americans an early 
lead after 21 minutes after 
turning in a low cross by 
Wolff. 

The Czechs, however, 
came back soon after when 
their centre-forward Marek 
Jankulovski ran around four 
Americans defenders to beat 
keeper Brad Friedel for the 
equaliser. 

One minute before the 
break Wolff put the 
Americans again ahead but 
only seven minutes into the 
second half the Czechs were 
level again when Lukas 
Dosek converted a penalty. 
Both teams continued to 
show their attacking skills 
but neither could capitalise 
on the numerous opportuni- 
ties in the last 30 minutes. 


Kuwait’s Roman Lengyel in action with the Conor Casey of the US. 


Two penalties 
sees points 
shared again 


United States 
Cameroon 


The United States 
replied in the 64th minute 
with a Pete Vagenas 


American Josh Wolff; Dominant. 
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OLY 


SOUITH AFRICA UPSET 
MIGHTY BRAZILIANS 


South Africa | 3 


Brazil | 1 

outh Africa scored an upset 3- 

1 victory: over gold medal 

favourites Brazil over the 
weekend to leave the Brazilians’ 
place in the last eight of the 
Olympic soccer competition — and 
Wanderley Luxemburgo’s position 
as coach — seriously in doubt. 

Goals from Manchester United’s 
Quinton Fortune after 10 minutes, 
and substitutes 

Siyabonga Nomvethe (74) and 
Steve Lekoelea (90), gave South 
Africa victory. 

At the same time it raised more 
question marks about the future of 
Luxemburgo whose job is already 
under threat because of Brazil’s 
indifferent start to their World Cup 
campaign, 

The result — coupled with Japan’s 
2-1 victory over Slovakia in the other 
Group D match in Canberra — 
means Japan top the group with a 
maximum of six points followed by 


South Africa celebrate. 


Ronaldihno in action against Slovakia. 


Brazil and South Africa on three and 
Slovakia with none. 

Brazil now have to play Japan, 
who have won their last 19 straight 
matches, in their final group match in 
Brisbane on Wednesday while South 
Africa play the Slovaks in Canberra 
on the same night, 

But on this performance — and 
their lacklustre display in their 3-1 
win over the Slovaks in the opening 
match — Brazil will need a massive 
improvement to beat the Japanese, 
who scored a 1-0 win over Brazil in 
the 1996 Olympics, 

Brazil’s only goal came from Edu 
a minute after Fortune opened the 
scoring for South Africa. Although 
Edu twice had the ball in the net 
again, both efforts were ruled offside 
and their dreams of winning the 
Olympic soccer title for the first time 
in their history are hanging in the bal- 
ance. 

South Africa took the lead in the 
10th minute direct from a free-kick 
after Marcos Paulo fouled Delron 
Buckley 20 metres out, 


Japan make it 19 in row 


Japan’s star player French manager Philippe 
Hidetoshi Nakata broke the  Troussier has two major 


Slovakia | 1 


deadlock with a diving worries for the Brazil game 


header after 67 minutes in — Nakata picked up his. 


apan chalked up Canberra, with Junichi second yellow card of the 
their 19th successive  Inamoto adding the second _ tournament and is suspend- 


victory with a 2-1 Seven minutes later. 
Andrei Porazik scored Morioka . 


win over Slovakia who are 


ed as is captain Ryuzo 


eliminated after two for the Slovaks seven min- 


straight losses. 


utes from time. Japan’s 


The South Africans worked a 
clever dummy off the ball, ending 
with Fortune whipping the ball 
straight into the net with a curling 
left-foot shot over the Brazilian wall 
and well out of reach of goalkeeper 
Helton who had no chance of saving. 

That was some consolation for the 
Manchester United midfielder who 
had picked up his second booking of 
the competition after only four min- 
utes for a clumsy bodycheck on 
Fabiano and is now suspended for the 
match against Slovakia. 

Brazil took less than a minute to 
equalise. Straight from the centre, 
they attacked down the right with 
Fabio Aurelio whipping in the final 
cross for Edu who powered in a 
downward header. 

With Brazil dominating the game, 
but not really troubling the goalkeep- 
er, South Africa slowly came back 
into the match, but it was still a real 
surprise when Nomvethe scored with 
a looping header that left Helton 
stranded, 

With Brazil pushing forward for 
the equaliser, South Africa added a 
third in the dying seconds when 
Lekoelea fired into an open goal after 
Helton could only parry a shot into 
his path. 


No tournament is the same without the Samba of the 
Brazilian fans. 


The Games-Men OLY 


Early fright for Brazil 


Brazil 
Slovakia 


lhe Boys From Brazil suffered an early fright 
before winning its opening Group C match 3-1 
against Slovakia at the Gabba last Thursday 


For besieged Brazilian coach Wanderley Luxemburgo 
the turning point came at half time when his champion 
side had its back to the wall at 1-1. 

“For us, the halftime was the most important part of the 
game,” said Lumemburgo, who is under enormous pres- 
sure to win gold and save his job. 

The gold medal favourites took until the second half to 
fire against the Slovaks who scored a shock early lead in 
the 26th minute off midfielder Andrej Porazik. 

The kings of ‘samba soccer, who had enormous vocal 
support, levelled at 1-1 through 21-year-old Edu, who 
picked up a pass from playmaker Alex. 

Brazil took until midway through the second half to 
score again, with Fabio Aurelio driving home from an 
almost impossible angle. 

The shot was later ruled an own goal after it took a 
deflection off Slovakian defender Marian Cisovsky. 

Alex delivered the final blow in injury time to seal the 
win - marking the start cf Brazil’s march towards their 
first Olympic gold medal. 

Luxemburgo rested star striker Ronaldinho with 10 
minutes to go in the tussle before the 24,000 plus crowd. 


Japan edge at 
South Africa 


Japan 
South Africa 


Olympic team stretched their winning streak to 
18 matches with a 2-1 victory over South Africa 
in their opening Group D match at Bruce Stadium. 

The result represented a huge personal victory for 
Japan’s French coach Philippe Troussier who was desper- 
ate for a victory over the South Africans. 

He fiercely maintains criticism was unfairly levelled 
against him when he failed to get South Africa through the 
opening stages of the World Cup in France two years ago. 

He looked absolutely elated at the end of a superb 
match which could go a long way to ensure Japan reach 
the quarter-finals. 

But it was South Africa who dominated the opening 
stages and they took a well-deserved 31st minute lead 
with an outstanding header from Siyabonga Nomvethe 
after their star 

player Benni McCarthy created the chance out of noth- 
ing. McCarthy somehow kept an overhit ball in play just 
by the corner flag, then waltzed past defender Koji 
Nakata with a brilliant dummy to cross for Nomvethe 
who scored with a cleverly executed looping header that 
gave goalkeeper Seigo Narazaki no chance. 

With Manchester United’s influential midfielder 
Quinton Fortune running the show with McCarthy in the 
attacking third of the field, South Africa looked set to 
build on their lead. 

But poor defending at a free-kick in injury time at the 
end of the first half allowed Japan back into the game. 

Takahara got between goalkeeper Emile Baron and his 
defenders and headed home the equaliser with the goal- 
keeper hopelessly stranded. 

With more than 6,000 fans in the crowd urging their 
team on, Japan matched South Africa for industry and 
possession in midfield, 

They were full of confidence in themselves after win- 
ning their previous 17 matches with a goal tally of 84-5 
— admittedly against some poor opposition in the 
Olympic qualifiers, 

But there was nothing even a far more superior defence 
than South Africa’s could do about the winning goal. 

Japan’s star player Hidetoshi Nakata split the South 
African defence wide open with a through pass to 
Takahara who had made a blind-side run and beat Baron 
with the winner 11 minutes from time. 


Ne= Takahara scored both goals as Japan’s 
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OLY The Games-Women 


Germans Waltz Past Matildas 


Australia 
Germany 
ermany beat 
Australia 3-0 as 


women soccer play- 
ers kicked off the 2000 
Olympics in the Australian 
capital Canberra, two days 
before the Games official 


| BRAZIL 
| SWEDEN 


opening 
Sydney. 

The European champions 
Germany eased to victory 
with Inka Grings scoring a 
close-range goal in the 35th 
minute, midfielder Bettina 


ceremony in 


re ec aoe 


range. 
Sweden then enjoyed ther best period of the fist half 


creating some good 


chances but were” unable to score. 


Brazil saried. brightly-after the break, forcing excetlent 
saves fram doensson=and» Katia dogbled) their tead by. 
een in a nae Ona 


hut were 


ei fo a ei a ea 


Germany 
Brazil 


Wiegmann notching up the 
second with a header in the 
70th and Renate Lingor ham- 
mering in the third goal in 
the final minute. 

In Melbourne, Brazil beat 
Sweden 2-0 with goals in 
either half from Pretinha and 
Katia, 


Australia 
Sweden 


SES last Saturday. 


tary goal. 


many genuine chances. 
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he Matildas drew against 
Sweden 1-1 to keep their 
Olympic hopes alive at the 

A boisterous crowd of around 
30,000 saw-a much improved 


Matildas performance, with Cheryl 
Salisbury scoring Australia’s soli- 


Captain Alison Forman was 
pleased with the result and looks for- 
ward to the decider against Brazil. 

“It’s a great confidence booster 
because I think we had a great game. 
We defended well and we attacked 
well and the girls are all buzzing and 
teady for the Brazil game,” she said. 

Sweden on the other hand will 
probably feel hard done by after hit- 
ting the crossbar twice and missing 


The first of these came via the 
impressive winger, Tina Nordlund. 
Her run down the right flank ended 
with some tantalising footwork and a 
cross which hit the crossbar, Anissa 
Tann-Darby clearing the danger. 


German scorer Inka Grings in action with Australia’s Anissa Tann-Darby. 


Four men’s matches were 
taking place later in the 
evening, in Melbourne, 
Canberra, Brisbane and 
Adelaide. 

Canberra politicians said 
it was fitting that the capital 
should lead the country into 
the 2000 Games. 


Victoria Svensson then missed a 
golden opportunity. A dangerous 
comer presented Svensson with a 


Sweden’s Victoria Svensson does battle against Australia. 


Local sports officials, 
however, are still trying to 
live down an embarrassing 
blunder which almost left the 
city without its scheduled 11 


~-games. 


Bruce Stadium, which is 
normally used for rugby, was 
re-turfed last month but the 


grass, grown in Caims in 
tropical north Queensland, 
furned brown after being 
moved to Canberra where 
August temperatures fall to 
zero. 

Attempts to paint the grass 
green failed to fool anyone 
and officials had to move 


Lave penalty costs Musialia victory 


free header from only a few yards 
out. Svensson headed groundwards, 
the ball somehow managing to 


spot 


bounce over the crossbar. 

‘The second half began more pos- 
itively for the Matildas and they 
were rewarded for their enterprise 
with a well fashioned goal. Sharon 
Black’s free-kick from the left flank 
met the head of Salisbury who 
placed the ball beautifully under the 
advancing keeper. 

Less than 10 minutes later the 
Swedes equalised from the penalty 
through 
Andersson. 

Dianne Alagich was ruled to have 
brought down Hanna Ljungberg in 
the penalty box. 

Sweden almost looked like taking 
the lead moments later when an 
Andersson comer hit the crossbar. 
The Matildas then had a chance to 
win in the dying minutes when_ 
Sunni Hughes succesfully lobbed 
keeper Caroline Joensson off her 
line, but also managed to clear the 
crossbar. 

The Matildas will now play 
Brazil on tonight (Tuesday) in their 
final game of the first stage. A win 
imperative for a chance to make the 
semi-finals. 


quickly to order new turf 
which was hurriedly laid, 
receiving approval from the 
soccer world governing body 
FIFA just last weekend. 


“ms 


captain Malin 


USA |2 
NORWAY 0 


T: Americans dominated the first 


half in terms of both possession 
and chances. Norwegian keeper 
Bente Nordby saved a low shot from 
Tiffeny Milbrett however in the 18th 


CHINA 
NIGERIA 


javourites China managed a victo- 
ry, but it was under a Jot of fire 
from Nigeria, who was a bit 
unlucky to lose by 3-1. 

The match was even and tough. Nigeria 
Started well and it was a surprise when 


through a lucky goal scored by Lihong 
Zhao. 


USA clinch opening win 


China took the lead in the 12th minute ~- 


By Bert van Bedaf at the MCG 


n the clash of the women Titans, 

the USA and China fought out an 

action-charged 1-1 draw last 
Sunday in Melbourne in front of a 
32,500 strong crowd, much of it 
Chinese supporters and a sprinkling 
of American fans. 

The USA missed a penalty and the 
Chinese came from behind in an enter- 
taining contest that pushed the perennial 
rivals to their best efforts. 

The classy Americans have had the 
wood on the Chinese in recent times, 
winning Olympic gold in Atlanta in 
1996 and the World Cup in 1999 against 
their Asian opponents. They needed to 
pull out all stops to withstand the force- 
ful Chinese, who had much of the play 
but failed to convert sufficiently from 


April Heinrichs: Happy American 
coach, 


The Americans celebrate taking the lead, 


their attacks, apart from the stunning 
equaliser. 

The USA entered the contest with a 
slight controversy hanging over their 
team. 

The players had been reprimanded 
for taking part in Sydney’s sensational 
Olympic ceremony last Friday night, 
less than 48 hours before the critical 
match. 

Defender Christie Pearce defended 
the decision, saying, “We made the deci- 
sion as a team. We wanted to have that 
experience. We thought it would be ben- 
eficial. It was also a way of getting away 
from the pressures of preparing for the 
China match,” Pearce said. 

She obviously enjoyed the experi- 
ence. “I feel more like an Olympian 
now. The ceremony was very moving,” 
she said. 

Both nations entered the vital contest 
after confident wins. The USA easily 
accounted for Norway, 2-0, and China 
comfortably beat Nigeria, 3-1. 

USA lined up Brazilian style in a 4-2- 
4 formation, while China adopted a 
more cautious, 4-5-1 stance, 

China pressed constantly in the first 
half, using its numerically stronger mid- 
field to supply its lone striker Jin Yan, 
who did battle with USA central defend- 
ers Kate Sobrero and Joy Fawcett. 

The Chinese enjoyed a particularly 
good spell after 30 minutes, forcing four 
comer shots in five minutes. 

Lui Ying’s cross from the left nearly 
reached Jin, who rose high, but USA 
‘keeper Siri Mullinix punched the ball 
clear. 

The USA took the lead against the 
tun of play after 38 minutes. Shannon 
MacMillan crossed her corner into the 


goal area, where USA captain Julie 
Foudy climbed above the scramble and 
headed the ball in the net, sending the 
Americans ahead at the break, 

The defending medal holders adopted 
a more defensive strategy after the inter- 
val, lining up in a 4-4-2 formation, while 
China adjusted to 4-4-1-1, with captain 
Sun Wen giving Jin more support up 
front. Winger Zhao Lihong on the left 
and the pony-tailed Pu Wei on the right 
also pushed forward to force an equalis- 
cr. 
China deservedly levelled in the 67th 
minute with a brilliantly struck free-kick 
by Wen from 25 metres that sailed over 
the American wall. 

Mullinix got a hand to it, but the ball 
came off the crossbar and crossed the 
line. 

USA almost immediately went ahead 
again, but Foudy headed into China 
“keeper Gao Hong, who tumed China’s 
heroine five minutes Jater. 

Swiss referee Nicole Petignat award- 
ed USA a penalty after Fan Yunjie had 
handled the ball, although the Chinese 
indicated she had headed the ball away 
during her challenge with Tiffeny 
Milbrett. 

Kristine Lilly took the spot-kick, but 
Gao dived the right way and blocked the 
shot, clearing the ball at the second 
instant. 

China continued to attack, with its 
supporters willing victory, but the-USA 
almost stole the full points on the knock 
of full time. Milbrett found herself 
unmarked at close range but headed into 
the outstanding Gao, who saved a valu- 
able point for her side against the reign- 
ing champions. 


Nigeria's Kikelomo Ajagi does battle with China’s Wie Pu. 


Nigeria out, 


The Games-Women QOH 


minute, the striker exacted revenge as 
she opened the scoring. 

Aclever run by Hamm saw her score the 
seconc, and Milbrett twice hit the wood- 
work before the break. 

The US also had the better of the second 
half but lacked the same urgency, and the 
match petered out. 


Firey victory for Chinese 


Tn an even first half Nigeria produced 
the best scoring chances. The second half 
produced more scoring chances for both 
teams, but the difference between the 


teams. was. very much the skills of the 
Chinese captain SunWen. 


Wen chimed in with two goals, the first 
in the 57th and the second in the 83rd 
securing the three points for the Chinese. 

Nigeria managed to pull one back 
through Perpetua Nkwocha but it was too 
little too late, 


Norway stay 
alive for now 


NORWAY 


NIGERIA 


orway kept their slim 

hopes of progressing 

through to the next round 
alive after disposing of Nigeria 3-1 
in Canberra. 

Tn the second half Nigeria put 
Norway under a lot of pressure, but 
a goal by Hege Riise from the spot 
on 62 minutes gave the Norwegians 
a 2-0 lead after Dagny Mellegren 
had scored in the 22nd minute, 


Nigeria’s never say die attitude 
helped them back into the match as 
Akide Mercy scored with 12 min- 
utes remaining to make the score 2- 
1 

The match hung in the balance 
until a late strike by Norway’s 
Marianne Pettersen saved Norway 
any blushes. Norway need a result, 
preferably a win to be certain of 
qualification for the next round, 
from their next match against China. 
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Seri 
| 2000-2001 


ROUND 1/18 ROUND 2/19 
1ST OCTOBER 2000 & 11TH FEBRUARY 2001 15TH OCTOBER 2000 & 18TH FEBRUARY 2001 


ROUND 3/20 
22ND OCTOBER 2000 & 25TH FEBRUARY 2001 


BOLOGNA 
=e BRESCIA 

VICENZA... - _ FIORENTINA 

JUVENTUS _.. - : INTER 
FIORENTINA .... - ... ._ _ JUVENTUS 

PERUGIA v LECCE ee ss LAZIO 
REGGINA v_ INTER oe LECCE 
ROMA v BOLOGNA... - .... .. VERONA 
UDINESE v BRESCIA... . VICENZA 


MILAN 
PARAMA 
REGGINA 
NAPOLI 
BARI 
PERUGIA 
ROMA 
UDINESE 
ATALANTA 


BARI 
BRESCIA 
MILAN 
NAPOLI 
PERUGIA 
REGGINA 
ROMA 
UDINESE 
VERONA 


ATALANTA... 
FIORENTINA .... 
JUVENTUS 
BOLOGNA 
PARMA 

LECCE 

VICENZA 

INTER 

LAZIO 


= SS So ee eee ee 
= <= = === = = 


ROUND 7/24 ROUND 8/25 
19TH NOVEMBER 2000 & 1ST APRIL 2001 26TH OCTOBER 2000 & 8TH APRIL 2001 


ROUND 9/26 
3RD DECEMBER 2000 & 14TH APRIL 2001 


BOLOGNA PARMA ATALANTA LECCE 
BRESCIA JUVENTUS BARI UDINESE 
FIORENTINA VICENZA JUVENTUS VERONA 
INTER PERUGIA MILAN NAPOLI 
LAZIO MILAN q PARMA LAZIO. 
LECCE BARI 2 . PERUGIA BOLOGNA 
NAPOLI ATALANTA : Z REGGINA BRESCIA 
UDINESE REGGINA - ROMA FIORENTINA 
VERONA ROMA : VICENZA INTER 


BOLOGNA v VICENZA  .... 
INTER Vv JUVENTUS _ .... 
LAZIO v REGGINA .... 
LECCE v FIORENTINA .... 

NAPOLI v_ BARI S 
PARMA v ATALANTA 
PERUGIA v ROMA 
UDINESE v MILAN 
VERONA v BRESCIA .... 


ROUND 13/30 
7TH JANUARY 2001 & 13TH MAY 2001 


ROUND 14/31 
7TH JANUARY 2001 & 13TH MAY 2001 


ATALANTA ROMA pee 
BOLOGNA BRESCIA as 
JUVENTUS FIORENTINA .... 
LAZIO NAPOLI os 
LECCE VERONA 
MILAN INTER 
PARMA REGGINA 
PERUGIA UDINESE 
VICENZA BARI 


BRESCIA 
FIORENTINA 
INTER 
JUVENTUS 
LECCE 
REGGINA 
“ROMA 
UDINESE 
VERONA 


PERUGIA 
MILAN 
PARMA 
BOLOGNA 
VICENZA 
ATALANTA 
BARI 
LAZIO 
NAPOLI 


PA 
Calendar 


ATALANTA 
- ... BOLOGNA 
- ... FIORENTINA 
ra INTER 
- a. JUVENTUS 
—_ LAZIO 
Peet LECCE 
2s PARMA 
VICENZA 


ATALANTA 
is BARI 
- BRESCIA 
- _. FIORENTINA 
- ..  JUVENTUS 
pee MILAN 
-....__ REGGINA 
Ea ROMA 
VICENZA 


ATALANTA 
bo BARI 
ta BOLOGNA 
Es Ss LAZIO 
2a MILAN 
5 NAPOLI 
Ba PARA 
a PERUGIA 
VICENZA 


ROUND 4/21 
ST NOVEMBER 2000 & 4TH MARCH 2001 


ROUND 10/27 
OTH DECEMBER 2000 & 22ND APRIL 2001 


ROUND 15/32 
21ST JANUARY 2001 & 27TH MAY 2001 


ROUND 5/22 
STH NOVEMBER 2000 & 11TH MARCH 2001 


Vv VERONA : BARI PARMA 

V_ REGGINA ets a BRESCIA ROMA 

V_ BARI Sess ee FIORENTINA PERUGIA 

Vv ROMA pelea aes LAZIO BOLOGNA 

V_ UDINESE seretatinosee MILAN ATALANTA 

V_ BRESCIA a NAPOLI VICENZA 

Vv NAPOLI Ba iinet REGGINA v JUVENTUS  .... - .... 
Vv MILAN Rae UDINESE LECCE 

V_ PERUGIA VERONA INTER 


ROUND 11/28 
17TH DECEMBER 2000 & 29TH APRIL 2001 


V_ PERUGIA = ace BOLOGNA v ATALANTA .... - .... 
V BOLOGNA .... - .... ee) INTER V_ BRESCIA ween ewes 
v NAPOLI a > LAZIO v ROMA ees eee 
V_ INTER eee om — LECCE v JUVENTUS) ... - ... 
Vv PARMA eee = NAPOL! v REGGINA ... - .... 
Vv LECCE cs —— PARMA v VICENZA Se 
Vv VERONA ee PR reose PERUGIA v_ BARI eee 
Vv UDINESE Hse an pees UDINESE v FIORENTINA ... - .... 
v LAZIO aes VERONA v MILAN sie tr 


ROUND 16/33 
28TH JANUARY 2001 & 10TH JUNE 2001 


V FIORENTINA . BRESCIA v MILAN 

V_ REGGINA Ry FIORENTINA v LAZIO 

Vv VERONA Be EE INTER V_ BARI 

V_ INTER a JUVENTUS v VICENZA 
Vv ROMA Bet we LECCE v BOLOGNA 
V. UDINESE aoe sas = REGGINA v PERUGIA 

Vv LECCE aby — ROMA v NAPOLI 

V JUVENTUS _.- —. UDINESE v ATALANTA 
V_ BRESCIA VERONA v PARMA 


ROUND 6/23 


... ATALANTA 
= BARI 
... BOLOGNA 
-_ INTER 
_. JUVENTUS 
me PARMA 
_. PERUGIA 
a ROMA 
ws VICENZA 


aR 9 a Tyg 


ATALANTA 
BARI 
BRESCIA 
. FIORENTINA 
MILAN 
NAPOLI 
REGGINA 
= ROMA 
UDINESE 


ROUND 12/29 


23RD DECEMBER 2000 & 6TH MAY 2007 


12TH NOVEMBER 2000 & 18TH MARCH 2001 


BRESCIA 

MILAN on 
FIORENTINA .... 
LECCE a 
LAZIO 2 
UDINESE = 
NAPOLI 
REGGINA 
VERONA 


INTER 
LAZIO 
LECCE 
VERONA 
PERUGIA 
PARMA 
VICENZA 
JUVENTUS _.. - 
BOLOGNA 


ROUND 17/34 
4TH APRIL 2001 & 17TH JUNE 2001 


---- ATALANTA 
aes BARI 
.-- BOLOGNA 
ae LAZIO 
ae MILAN 
NAPOLI 
--- PARMA 
.-. PERUGIA 

VICENZA 


JUVENTUS .... 
BRESCIA _ .... 
INTER oa 
LECCE oot 
REGGINA  .... - .... 
FIORENTINA.... - .... 
ROMA a 
VERONA 

UDINESE ss 


& apsw 


JUNIOR SOCCER 


MASCOT U/15’S 
ARE KINGS 


By Joe Russo 


his is the Mascot Kings under 
15’s soccer squad. They are the 
recent champions of the Eastern 
Suburbs Association competition hay- 
ing won their grand final 5-1 over 
Maroubra on Sunday 27th of August. 
This team has been dominant in the 
Eastern Suburbs Association competi- 
tion over the last few years. 
Their Minor Premiership this year was 
their third in a row and their Grand Final 
yictory was their fourth in a row. 


Furthermore, this team were runners-up 
in last year’s prestigious ‘NSW 
Champion of Champions Tournament’ at 
Glenwood, which involved sides from all 
over the state. 

Tony (coach) and Kim (manager) 
Pirrottina have successfully moulded this 
team together over a number of years and 
all the parents and friends of the team 
wish the boys well, as the Eastern 
Suburbs Association representative team, 
in this year’s ‘NSW Champions of 
Champions Tournament’ to be held in 
Canberra in October. 


HAVE YOUR PHOTO OR A PHOTO OF YOUR SOCCER TEAM PUBLISHED IN 
AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY. 

AND TELL YOUR FRIENDS TO SEND IN THEIR PHOTOS TOO. SEND PHOTOS TO THE EDITOR, 
AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY, 
PO BOX 155, MARRICKVILLE NSW 1475. 

OR E-MAIL PHOTOS IN JPEG FORMAT TO 
soccerweekly@hotmail.com * All photos will be returned 


FAMOUS PHOTOS 


BACK ROW FROM LR: 


a th RS te = 
: Tony Pirrottina (Coach), Frank Lauria , Paul Camilleri, Firat Celik, Pablo Aguilar, 
Steve Gerantonis, Roberto Geraldi, Dimitrios Kafkakis, Anthony Pirrottina, Paul Papatheodotou, Manuel 
Vamvoukis, Ercan Altindoken, Peter Brady (Assistant), Kim Pirrottina (Manager) 
FRONT ROW FROM L/r: Richard Baggaley, Lyndon Bautista, Robert Grasso, Theon Theodore, Graham 
Alvarez, David Istanbouli (Gk). 


Have your photo taken with someone famous in soccer? 
Even if it happened years ago, you can have the photo published in ABSW. 
Send photos to — The Editor: 


Australian and British Soccer Weekly 


P.O. Box 155, Marrickville NSW 1475 
Or E-mail the photo in JPEG format to 


soccerweekly@hotmail.com 
*All photos will be returned. 


SCHOOL SOCCER 


HAVE YOUR PHOTO OR A PHOTO OF YOUR SOCCER TEAM PUBLISHED IN THE 
AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY. 

AND TELL YOUR FRIENDS TO SEND IN THEIR PHOTOS TOO. 
SEND PHOTOS TO:- THE EDITOR, AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY, P.O. BOX 
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115, MARRICKVILLE NSW 1475, 
OR E-MAIL PHOTOS IN JPEG FORMAT TO: 
soccerweekly@hotmail.com. 

*All photos will be returned. 


ABSW & 


S IN THE MAKING 


ABSW’s Mark Stavroulakis continues his weekly look at 
Junior Soccer in Australia. 


ST: 


Positions Played: Sebsccehnaton ites 


THE STATS & FACTS 
Clubs Played At: 
Rearetig tries 
Spent 2 years at the NSWIS 
=1999 Signed Apprenticeship with 
Northern Spirit 1st Grade 
Age Started Playing Soccer: 5 years ald 


THE LOOK FORWARD 
Carver Highlight To Date: Getting a call-up this year 
for the 20 Young Socceroos. Getting 1999 National 
‘Youth League Player of the year. Lastly gaining my first 
professional contract with Northem Spirit. 
Ambition: Make the U2G Young Socceroos, aise 
having a few good seasons here m Australia atid thet 
hopefully heading overseas, 
“Play for the love of the game? 
“Do what I'm best at indi- 


Tf you could bea chacacter Nore sagoupecehe 

would you be? Any movie that involyes kissing 

Jetia Roberts 

Best ever concert: — Ministry of Sound toar in Sydney 
3Gd's You Coulin’: Do Without? 


play against is hard, no one is sa easy opponent. 


Coming from the ranks of the NSW Institute 
of Sport, it was there Simon blossomed as a 
player. ‘After my four years at junior level for 
Marconi, I was picked up by the NSW Institute 
of Sport. One man who I believe changed me for 
the better, and picked up my game was Keily 
Cross. He was the man who signed me at the 
Tnstitute. The place was great’as it helped me, 
psychologically and gave me discipline. The 
facilities can’: be beaten here in Australia, and 
as far as lim concerned it was the training meth- 
ods used there that lifted me up as a player. As 
a young player, I thought having Kelly Cross 
was great as I think he is the best youth devel- 
oping coach in Australia. The Institute and 
Cross really helped me out as a player and as a 
person too,” said the striker-cum-midfielder, 

After finishing two good seasons at the 
Tastitute, Cat was signed up by the new boys on 
the block, Northern Spirit. ‘Spirit came in and 
signed me up in ‘99, where by I was an appren- 
tice at that time. I also had an offer to go to 
Millwall in England but once Crooky (lan 
Crook) spoke to me, I thought the Spirit was the 
way to go and Iive never looked back,” said the 
promising youngster, 

His first year at the Spirit was not so good as 
the Northerners did experience some problems, 
the main thing finishing in a disappointing 
place. 

“My first year was not good in terms of how 
the team went, but I was quite happy with 
myself. I made my debut in only the second 
game of the season and that was against title- 
holders South Melboume and that was a major 
buzz for me. 

‘IT never expected to have gotten a call-up that 
early in the campaign, but I was more than 
happy in accepting this challenge, also playing 
18 matches was a great highlight for myself in 
the National League,’ said the former Institute 
lad. 


“Winning that 
award did well 
for myself, as 
people took 
note on who I 
was and also 
boosted my con- 
fidence,’ 
the star, 

In his younger days, Simon did achieve win- 
ning a Nationals and that was back in ‘97, where 
NSW took out the Under 16’s titles at Parklea 
defeating the Vics in penalties. 

From these early beginnings, it was only 
recently that the Cat experienced his first big 
achievement apart from gaining a First grade 
contract. ‘I think getting a call-up in the up and 
coming U20 Young Socceroos was a big 
moment for me. Seeing more than 30 players 
trial for the squad only made my determination 
that much stronger in making the team and 
hopefully if all goes weil, I might be a chance in 
next year’s U20 Youth World Cup in 
Argentina,’ said Simon. Pre-season so far has 
been great for Simon, as he had impressed in the 
recent National League four team tournament 
held in Newcastle where the Cat played all the 
matches. ‘So far I’ve started strongly and have 
put in the hard yards in gaining a spot in this 
year’s starting 11,’ said Catanzaro. 

Asked about the recent take-over by 
Glasgow, Simon replied, ‘It has not affected me, 
the office is pretty much the big change, all the 
players however are pumped for a big season,’ 
said Big Simon. 

With time on his side, Simon realizes that he 
still has many years left and knows that a com- 
fortable start to this year’s new National League 
competition will only better his chances in mak- 
ing that elusive Young Socceroo team, some- 
thing of which will surely become a dream 
come true for this up and coming star. 


Simon Catanzaro: Big 
ait season ahead. 


eveloping youth players is what 
D== seems to do well these 

days, and yet another player from 
the recent Nationals has arisen. 

Young 15-year-old rookie Dominic Hudap 
was one of the 16 players who celebrated a 
state titles win in the Under 1Sis age group, 
NSW ended up beating rivals Northern NSW 
3-0, and Dom was lucky enough to be a part 
of the squad. ‘It was pretty good winning the 
state titles, I felt real honoured to be a part of 
such a squad. I thought I had consistent per- 
formances throughout the Nationals and 
knew as the games got on I got better. Overall 
the Nationals were a good experience for me,’ 
said Dom, 

The big stopper was also a part of the 
recent ‘Dream Team’, Under 15’s Sydney 
Olympic side that won seven titles in three 
years. in the two years that I was there, I 
thought that we had the best set-up. Everyone 
played for each other and it was that team 
spirit that got us through in the end,’ said 
Hudap. 

The former Sutherland junior has been one 
of many players who have recently signed 
dual registration with their respective clubs. 
Many National League teams have opted to 
keep this option to all young players, who get 
chosen to play for any Institute around 
Australia. One such Institute that has chosen 
Dom 's the NSW Institute of Sport. 

The youngster has opted to stay with 
Sydney Olympic, but will get a year’s train- 


Dominic Hudap: Putting in the hard 
yards. 

ing with the Institute and if all goes well, a 
second year is then added. ‘I wanted to go to 
the institute because ;they have top quality 
coaching. Their facilities are second to none, 
and they treat their players well. I also knew 
that the training would be of high quality and 
it will only benefit me as a young player and 
give me that added experience to my game. 
Of course the big thing coming out from the 
Institute will be playing against older and 
tougher opponents,’ said the Year 10 Kograh 
Marist Student. 

Whatever the future may be for Dominic, 
his major dream is to play in either the Italian 
or English League. ‘I hope that some day I 
might be able to emulate my 
heroes that I watch on television,’ 
ended Dominic. A 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — SEPTEMBER 19 , 2000 


7 Another big 
a ¢ | ne of the many players to reward in his 
Simon Temperio Catanzarol} Oe 
| Simon Catanzaro knows that Spirit in ‘99 
AT A GLANCE putting in the hard yards pays offin the end. was winning 
The (9-year-old Northern Spirit starhas been the inaugural 
one of many young players that have made a National Youth 
name for themselves in the National League so League Player Dominic Hudap 
fae of the year. NSWIS/Sydney Olympic | 


Ciubs Played At: 
+UE3 + Sutheriand ‘Shire 
-U14 - 015 Sydney Olympic 
Curentiy starting his first vear at NSWIS 
Age Started Playing Socees: $ years old 


THE LOOK FORWARD 


Career Highlight To Date: = Winning the recent 15. | 
Nationals with NSW against NNSW 3-0. | 

To play professionally averseas 
“Always do your best" 


Ambition: 
Words Of Advice: 


Best Advice Received: “Work hard during training and | 
play-bart-daring the pame™ (Bail, Fathes} 


PERSONALITY INSIGHT 


If you could be « character from any movie who 
would you be? - 
Adam Sundler from Happy Gilmore 
‘Best ever concert: ‘Utopia at the Sydney Dome 
3.-Cd’s You Couldn't De Without? 
-Wild 1 
Wild 9 
Skitz Mix 7 
Eminem 
_ “Tupiec’s Greatest Hits 
Favourite TY show: Simpsons 
Favourite Cartoon Character: “Homer Simpson 
Se eae Meas You Invite? 


CHAMPIONS 
LEAGUE, 


Juventus 


amburg SV’s return to European soc- 

cer’s premier club competition herald- 

ed a goal glut on the second day of 
matches in this season’s Champions League. 

Those who claim the opening group phase of 
the competition is a turn-off for the fans were 
made to eat their words as Hamburg’s 4-4 thriller 
with Juventus highlighted a night when 36 goals 
were scored in the eight games played. 

Juventus’s Filippo Inzaghi hit a hat-trick, as did 
Manchester United’s Andy Cole in their 5-1 
demolition.of Belgian side Anderlecht. 

Hamburg, back in the competition after a 16- 
year absence, recovered from 3-1 down to lead 4- 
3 before Inzaghi completed his hat-trick with an 
88th-minute penalty to save Juve from defeat in a 
pulsating Group E clash. : 

Hamburg coach Frank Pagelsdorf was con- 
vinced Inzaghi had milked the penalty but said: 
“It’s not often you’re in a position to overturn a 
3-1 scoreline against a club like Juventus, but the 
players put in a great performance and they won’t 
forget it in a hurry.” 

The Germans were given a rude awakening by 
Juve when Igor Tudor put the Italians ahead after 
just five minutes. 

Ghanaian Tony Yeboah soon levelled for the 
Germans but Inzaghi restored Juve’s lead nine 
minutes before the interval. The striker made it 
3-1 after 53 minutes and Juve seemed home and 


FULL a : 
RESULTS AND : 


TABLES 
PAGE 26 


Manchester 
| ponaeacas 


Filippo Inzaghi: Celebrates his equaliser. 


But Mehdi Mahdavikia pulled one back for 
Hamburg after 65 minutes and Hans-Joerg Butt 
levelled for the Germans seven minutes later with 
a penalty, 

With eight minutes left Niko Kovac looked to 
have won it for Hamburg but Inzaghi had the final 
word when he went down in the area and convert- 
ed from the spot. 
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a “fantastic team” after their 4-0 victory in 
a one-sided Champions League game. 

But the Irishman saw enough in his young side’s 
performance to give him hope for the future and he 
promised: “Ill be back.” 

O'Leary, whose team went down to goals from 
Rivaldo, Frank de Boer and a Patrick Kluivert dou- 
ble, admitted: “We paid them too much respect in the 
first half. 

“We improved after the break and there was a spell 
at the start of the second half where we might have 
done something. 

“But Barcelona are a fantastic team. We knew 
what to expect, having seen their players on televi- 
sion, but you have to actually play against these peo- 
ple to really know how good they are.” 

Leeds were missing several key players, including 
England internationals Jason Wilcox and David 
Batty, and O'Leary recognised his side had missed 
their skill and experience. 

“Pm not looking for excuses and I’m not saying 
we would have won but with other players we might 
have done better. We simply had too many players 
back home. 

“I’m proud to have had my first match as a man- 
ager in the Champions League at Barcelona, which is 
a great club, and I hope to be back to give them a bet- 
ter game.” 


| eeds coach David O’Leary cailed Barcelona 


CHAMPIONS ~ 
LEAGUE, | 


Gary Kelly: Chased by Marc Overmars. 


The Elland Road injury crisis took a further tam 
for the worse as Lucas Radebe was stretchered off 
with a neck brace. 

Barca coack: Llorenc Serra Ferrer, who was also 
involved in a Champions League match for the first 
time after taking over from Louis van Gaal this sum- 
mer, was understandably delighted with the perfor- 
mance of his new look team. 

“T think that the people enjoyed that performance,” 
he said. “I’m not concerned by the euphoria that it 
could produce, We are always professional and real- 
istic as a team and it’s good for the fans to be happy, 
to expect us to win every week.” 


Shevchenko shines for Milan 


AC Milan 4 
Besiktas 1 
C Milan got their Champions League group 
H campaign off to a confident start as two 
goals from Ukrainian Andriy Shevchenko 
helped them to a 4-1 win over Turkey’s Besiktas. 


But Milan coach Alberto Zaccheroni warned his 
side against reading too much irto the opening victo- 


Ty. 

“Ths road is long in the Champions League. We 
have had a good win tonight but then the games 
against Leeds and Barcelona are very quickly upon us 
and we have to be ready,” he said. 


Thomas =a Hele): Gave away an early penalty. 


Deportivo earn late draw 


1 
Deportivo 1 


ourredine Naybet scored a late equaliser to 
N= Spanish champions Deportivo La 
Coruna a 1-1 draw against Greece’s 
Panathinaikos in their Group E Champions 
League match in the Greek capital last week. 
Panathinaikos took the lead in the 29th minute 


His reluctance to read too much into the result was 
well placed as Besiktas offered none of the passion 
and skill that Galatasaray used to bring about Milan’s 
downfall in last season’s European campaign and it is 
hard to imagine them making much progress, 

Milan were missing several key players through 
injury and Olympic commitments but they were 
assured from the start with youngsters Francesco Coco 
on the left and Luca Saudati on the right quickly 
imposing themselves on the game. 

But it was Besiktas who took the lead against the 
run of play in the 20th minute when Milan’s Danish 
midfielder Thomas Helveg was judged to have han- 
dled a high cross inside the area and Havutcu Tayfur 
converted the penalty, 

If the goal brought fears of a repeat of Milan’s 
defeat to Turkish opponents Galatasaray in last year’s 
competition it didn’t show as'the Italian team contin- 
ued to dominate possession. 

It was no surprise when the equaliser came in the 
36th minute. Coco rose well at the back post to head 
home an Albertini corner. It was a similar goal which 
gave Milan the lead in the 44th minute, when Federico 
Giunti floated over a free-kick from the left and 
German international Oliver Bierhoff leapt to head 
firmly into the net. 

In injury time at the end of the first half Milan made 
it three when Besiktas defender Sead Halilagic han- 
dled as he tussled for a loose ball inside the area with 
Shevchenko and the Ukrainian himself slotted hom: 
the penalty. 

In the 77th minute Shevchenko added his second 
and Milan’s fourth with an excellent individual effort, 
dancing past three challenges and slipping the ball 
past Besiktas ‘keeper Ike Shorunmu. 


with a goalfrom veteran Polish striker Krzyzstof 
Warzycha following good work from Portugal inter- 
national Paulo Sousa. 

But the Greeks failed to capitalise on a number of 
clear chances during the second half. 

They were punished when a bad mix-up between 
Rene Henriksen and goalkeeper Antonis Nikopolidis 
let Naybet in to grab a point for the Spaniards six 
minutes from tims. 


ES 
CHAMPIONS 
LEAGUE, 


PSV Emdhovan 
Dynamo Kiev 


ubetitude Theo Lucius had a share in both 

goals as PSY Eindhoven beat Dynamo Kiey 

2-1 in their Champions League Group G 
match. 

The midfielder, who replaced Brazilian striker 
Claudio in the 37th minute, levelled the score two 

| minutes later with his second touch after Kiev had 
| stunned the hosts with a goal after only six minutes 
through Maxim Shatskikh. 

In the 52nd minute Lucius’ cross set up Arnold 

{| Bruggink for the winning goal. With 13 minutes left 

] Lucius had a great chance to score his second but, 
free in front of goal, his shot was too weak to beat 
goalkeeper Olexander Shovkovsky. 

PSV coach Eric Gerets decided to start with 
Claudio in the hope his team could create enough 
pressure to snuff out Kiev’s swift counters — three 
years ago Kiev beat PSV 3-1 here with a series of 


counter-attacks. 


But after only afew minutes it all went wrong for } 


the home side, 
In one of Kiey’s first attacks a ball through the 
middle was blocked and reached Valentin 


Bialkevich, free on the left, who crossed the ball for 


Shatskikh to net from close range, 

Tt took PSV until midway through the first half to 
Tegain control byt Gerets still made the bold deci- 
sion to replace Claudio with the more defensive 
Lucius in the 37th minute. 

“We had hoped Claudio could play more forward 
and put their left back under pressure, Instead he 
had to play more from the back, which is not his 
strength,” Gerets said. A Chris van der Weerden 
cross from the right in the 39th minute found the 
head of Lucius who had no problem scoring a 
deserved equaliser, 

“Tt was fantastic to get in the team this way,” said 
Lucius, admitting he was a bit disappointed not 
being in the starting line-up. 


10-man Bayern Munich 
brush aside Swedes 


Helsingborg |e 
Bayern Munich 3 


len-man Bayern Munich outclassed 
Helsingborg 3-1 in a Group F Champions 
League match last week. 

Bayer took a seventh minute lead when a first- 
time shot by Mehmet Scholl went under Sven 
Andersson in the Helsingborg goal. 

Hasan Salihamidzic made it 2-0 three minutes 
into the second half when the Helsingborg defence 


failed to clear Bixente Lizarazu’s fierce cross from 
the left. 

Bayern made it 3-0 after 54 minutes as Carsten 
Jancker 

wriggled between Ola Nilsson and Roland 
Nilsson to stretch out his leg and stick the ball under 
the diving Andersson. 

Helsingborg defender Roland Nilsson missed a 
37th minute penalty after Samuel Kuffour brought 
down Brazilian Alvaro Santos. Kuffour was sent off. 


‘Real earn tough draw 


Sporting Lisbon | 2 
RealMedia ‘12 
icente del Bosque, coach of Real 

\ Madrid, said the European champi- 

ons had got a fair result after fighting 

| back from 2-0 down to draw 2-2 with 

Sporting Lisbon in the opening round of the 
Champions League last week. 

“We have to be fair and say that they 
(Sporting) played at a better pace in the first half 
than we did,” Del Bosque told reporters. 

A pacy start to the game by Sporting caught 
Real Madrid by surprise and forced them to con- 
cede several comers. 

Sporting’s speed paid off after 38 minutes 
| when Roberto Sa Pinto headed the ball inside 
|| the right post to convert a corner by Andre Cruz. 

Cruz took Sporting 2-0 ahead three minutes 
before halftime when he blasted a free kick from 
20 metres over the Real wall. 

In the second half Real Madrid fought for 
| more possession and Brazilian Roberto Carlos 
| scored the visitors’ first after 50 minutes from a 
free kick 20 metres out. 

~-Dek Bosque decided reinforcements were 
needed to drive Real to victory and took off 
Flavio Conceicao and Claude Makelele to 
replace them with Jose “Guti” Gutierrez and 
Albert Celades. 

Sporting defender Rui Jorge gave Real their 
equaliser in the 76th when he deflected a shot by 
Raul, who received a neat pass from Luis Figo, 
into his own goal. 


Figo, the world’s most expensive player, 
missed a chance to score the winner against for- 
mer club Sporting in the final minutes of the 
game when he received a cross from Rau! and 
shot just past the right post from close-in. 


Luis Figo plays against one of his 
old clubs. 


Lazio 13 
Shakhtar Donetsk |0 


jdfielder Pavel Nedved inspired Italian 
Messrins Lazio t 2 3-0 defeat of 
akhtar Donetsk in a Champions League 

group B match last week, 

Lazio coach Sven Goran Eriksson suggested the per- 
formance, if repeated, was good enough to win the 
European Cup, 

"This was the most beautiful match. We have done a 
good job and I am happy with the result,” he told 
Teporters. “We will iry to play our best matches to get to 
the final of the Champions League and win it. Our fans 


Valencia down Greeks 


Valencia 2 
Olympiakos 14 


alencia, last season’s Champions League 

beaten finalists, defeated Olympiakos 2-1 

in a group C match thanks to two first- 
half headed goals. 

Midfielder Ruben Baraja rose high above a 
shaky defence to head home a Gaizka Mendieta 
comer after 36 minutes. 

Mendieta, one of Spain’s few stars in Euro 2000, 
again provided the service for Valencia’s 
Umguayan striker Diego Alonso to head their sec- 


Galatasaray _ 


Monaco 


alatasaray survived a spirited second half 

itback by Monaco to secure a 3-2 vic- 

tory in an ill-tempered Champions 

League match in which two players, including 
veteran Gheorghe Hagi, were sent off. 

Defender Carlos Capone headed Galatasaray’s 
winner in the 80th minute after Monaco had hauled 
themselves level after being 2-0 down at halftime in 
Group D. 

Midfielder Hagi, whose left foot had blasted 
Galatasaray into a two-goal lead from the edge of the 
penalty box in the 29th minute, was sent off for 
elbowing in the 69th minute. 

Monaco’s comeback, plus Hagi’s red card, 
showed Galatasaray coach Mircea Lecescu that the 
UEFA Cup holders have much to learn about disci- 
pline if they are to repeat their stunning European 
success last season. 

Hagi’s expulsion was the result of excessive com- 
plainingabout an offside that stopped a Galatasaray 
goal minutes earlier, irking Spanish referee Arturo 
Dauden Ibanez, Lucescu said. 

“T don’t think he deserved it,” the Romanian 
coach said, but added: “This is a problem with play- 
ers who protest too much, 

“Tt’s not just a Galatasaray problem. It’s a Balkan 
problem.” 


=> 


CHAMPIONS 
LEAGUE, 


PSV beat Kiew Lazio crush minnows 


demand this from us.” 

Claudio Lopez outsmarted Shakhtar goalkeeper Yuri 
Virt and opened the scoring after 27 minutes when he 
converted a 40-metre pass from Nedved. 

Shakhtar’s aggressive play and fluid counter-attacks 
held up Lazio until the 70th minute when Guiseppe 
Favalli fed the ball to Nedved, who fired it into the the 
left-hand comer, 

Nedved then went past two Shakhtar defenders and 
passed to Simone Inzaghi who scored from less than 10 
metres out with 10 minutes remaining, 

Eriksson said Nedved’s goal had eased the pressure 
applied for a time by Shakhtar and sealed the game. 


ond just before halftime. 

Olympiakos started the second half more ener- 
getically but Valencia soon adjusted, and the 
Greeks had to pack their defence, leaving their 
Brazilian international Giovanni as the lone striker. 

Mendieta was a persistent threat for the home 
side down the left wing. However, Valencia were 
punished for their remorseless attacks when 
Predrag Djordjevic got a goal back for Olympiakos 
after 73 minutes. 

A quick Greek counter-attack left Valencia 
struggling to defend. In a penalty box melee, the 
Yugoslav midfielder poked the ball past Santiago 
Canizares in the Valencia goal. 


over Monaco 


Mario Jardel: More goals. 


Monaco midfielder Ousmane Dabo followed Hagi 
to the dressing room two minutes latét for a danger- 
ous challenge. 

By then Monaco had erased the deficit with goals 
by Shabani Nonda in the 50th minute and a 62nd 
minute penalty from Marco Simone, cancelling a 
goal by Mario Jardel in the 16th minute and Hagi’s 
strike. 


Rangers maul Sturm Graz 


[5 
Sturm Graz | 0 


onald de Boer scored his first goal for 
Rangers as the Scottish champions routed 
turm Graz 5-0 in the Champions 

League. 
Dutch international Michael Mols scored his first 
goal in only his second competitive match after a 10- 
month absence with a cruciate ligament injury when 


Rangers 


he hooked in de Boer’s pass in the ninth minute. 

De Boer then scored his first since his move from 
Barcelona from close range in 19 minutes, and 
German Jorg Albertz made it 3-0 with a fierce left- 
foot shot from 20 metres in the 29th minute. 

Albertz missed a 51st minute penalty before 
another Dutch international, Giovanni van 
Bronckhorst, drilled in a 71st minute shot. Substitute 
Billy Dodds completed the whitewash with an 85th 
minute lob. 
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oberto Baggio’s desire to 

regain his place in the Italian 

tional team and his reluc- 

tance to uproot his family lie behind 
his decision to sign for newly pro- 
moted Serie A club Brescia last week. 
The former Juventus and Inter Milan 
striker has signed a two-year contract 


with Brescia who unveiled him at a- 


press conference. 

Baggio, European and World Player 
of the Year in 1993, was out of contract 
after his two-year spell with Inter 
Milan came to an end in June and he 
has spent pre-season training near his 
home in Caldogno with a local amateur 
team. 

Italian media reports suggested 
Baggio, 33, has a clause in his contract 
which would allow him to leave 
Brescia before the end of his deal if 
they were relegated to Serie B. 

His decision to join a modest club 
with little hope of honours may raise 
eyebrows in some quarters but Brescia 
have proved to be the only club that 
could offer Baggio a competitive salary 
and fit into his personal and family 
plans. 

Baggio, capped 55 times, has reject- 
ed approaches from a number of for- 
eign clubs this summer because he was 


I TF 
Baggio joins Brescia 


reluctant to move far from home and 
still has hopes of winning back his 
place in the Italy squad. 

“My next move will be my last and I 
see no reason why my family should 
have to be uprooted,” Baggio said last 
season after it became clear that he 
would be leaving Inter at the end of the 
campaign. 

After a season when he struggled to 
break into the Inter starting line-up 
Baggio has also been keen to make a 
move where he will be guaranteed reg- 
ular football and a chance to impress 
Italy coach Giovanni Trapattoni. 

“I want to continue playing. I want 
to carry on until 2002 and make the 
World Cup in Japan and South Korea. 
That is my aim,” Baggio said in July. 

“Tf a player plays little then he can- 
not convince the national team coach 
and last year I didn’t play much. Thatis 
why I now want to go to a team where 
Ican demonstrate my quality”, 

While it may seem unlikely that 
Baggio, who will be 35 when the World 
Cup finals come around, can win back 
his place in the Italy team he is clearly 
hoping for a repeat of 1998 when he 
joined Bologna after becoming frustrat- 
ed at his lack of opportunities at AC 
Milan. 


Roberto Baggio: Signed by Brescia. 


Baggio went on to score 22 goals 
with Bologna, his best tally in a single 
season, and earned a surprise place in 
Cesare Maidini’s World Cup squad for 
France “98, 

He was tempted back into the lime- 
light with Inter but found the club in 
chaos throughout the 1998-99 season 
and was then frozen out following the 
arrival of his former Juventus coach 
Marcello Lippi in the summer of 1999. 

But on the.rare occasions when he 


Another Italian gets Chelsea job 


as their new head coach last week. He 

signed a three-year contract, said the 
London club’s managing director Colin 
Hutchinson. 

Ranieri succeeded compatriot Gianluca Vialli, 
sacked after 2-1/2 years in charge at Stamford 
Bridge. 

“Claudio Ranieri is someone I’ve been aware of 
for some time,” Hutchinson said. 

“You've got to reflect that Chelsea have come a 
long way in five years... 

“To take us to another level we felt we had to go 
for an experienced coach and that is why we went 
for Claudio Ranieri.” 

“He was the vote of the players.” 

Ranieri, 48, has been without a coaching position 
since he resigned from Atletico Madrid in March. 


C= appointed Italian Claudio Ranieri 


Udinese’s Brazilian duo lose 
EU status in passport probe 


The former Roma player made his name at 
Sardinian club Cagliari, leading them from Serie C 
to Serie A. 

He then worked as coach of Napoli for two sea- 
sons, a period when current Chelsea striker 
Gianfranco Zola played for the southern Italian side. 

He joined Fiorentina in 1993, winning promotion 
to Serie A and then won the Italian Cup and Italian 
Super Cup with them in 1996. 

Ranieri moved to Valencia in 1997, winning the 
Spanish Cup and earning qualification for the 
Champions League before leaving for Atletico 
Madrid in the 1999 close-season. 

Despite the goals of Dutchman Jimmy Floyd 
Hasselbaink, now with Chelsea, Atletico struggled 
in the league and with the club suffering from seri- 
ous financial problems Ranieri resigned in March. 


was given a chance he showed that he 
had not yet lost his goalscoring instinct 
or his-ability to open a defence with an 
incisive pass. 

Baggio is the biggest signing in 
Brescia’s history. 

The club, who won promotion from 
Serie B last season, have never won a 
major honour in Italian football and 
their realistic goal for the coming sea- 
son is simply survival. 


Claudio Ranieri: English post to 


replace Vialli. 


Milan close to deal 


dinese have informed 
the Italian Football 
League that two 


Brazilian team members 
caught in possession of fake 
Portuguese passports should 
no longer be considered 
European Union (EU) play- 
ers. 

Udinese’s Warley and 
Alberto were found to be hold- 
ing fake Portuguese passports 
on arrival in Poland for a 
UEFA Cup first round gamé 


with Polonia Warsaw. 

Serie A clubs are limited to 
five non-EU players, of whom 
‘only three can be on the pitch 
at the same time. A number of 
foreign players bypass the 
tules by obtaining EU pass- 
ports through family history. 

“We informed the league 
that Alberto “and Warley 
should be considered as non- 
EU players,” Udinese general 
manager Pier Paulo - Marino 
said. 


“We have no problem with 
the limit on the number of for- 
eign players as we currently 
have only three non-EU: foot- 
balers.” 

Warley and Alberto were 
detained briefly at Warsaw air- 
port but were given temporary 
pemnission to enter the coun- 
try for the match after produc- 
ing Brazilian passports. 
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for Uruguayan Garcia 


C Milan are close to signing Uruguayan 
ternational midfielder Pablo Garcia from 
panish second division club Atletico 


Madrid. 

A spokesman for Milan said that Garcia had 
| visited the club for a ical ch up but added 
| that the player had not yet signed a contract 

Should the 23-year-old midfielder complete the 

will team up with former Atletico team 
Chamot and 
an Siro. 
:0 were relegated from the Spanisty first 
division lastseason. 


Mari who now play 


By Joe Russa 


Dall got under way fast week. that is the Olympics 
and the European Champions League. On top of 
that, the news has flowed thick and fast. 

During these Olympic weeks 1 am oa assignment 
working with the national broadcaster for italy - RAT 
Television. An incredible operation at the International 
Broadcast Cetitre which is as darge as the Olympic 
‘Stadium itself? 

Firstly, the sacking of Gianluca Vialli as boss of 


Vialli is fondly remembered in Italy as a magnificent 
player for Sampdoria and Juventus. However, his man- 
agenal skills were an unknown quantity and his carly 
departure at Stamford Bridge was almost expected in 


‘Many: in Italy thought that. Vialli was doing his 
‘apprenticeship’ in England, before taking over the 
teigns at a Serie A club once he established himself in the 
Premier League. Not the: case-and now that career path 
‘for Vialli seems a lot more difficult! 

Enter Ranieri into the picture. The former Cagliari, 
Napoli, Fiorentina, Valencia and Atletico Madrid coach 
mus now surely be setting some sort of record - not 
en 8 sp pc 


Ranieri was most successful at Fiorentina, where be 
remained for four years and at Valencia where he spent 
two Seasons, 

While he has never won any major title, he is certain- 
ly a coach with very good credentials and should do well 
at Cheisea, 

Moving briefly along to the Olympics, and only 
briefly because everythings that needs to be said about the 
Australia v Italy game has already been said. but from an 
ltalian point of view it will suffice 10 say that goalkeeper 
Christian Abbiati deserved the highest of accolades. 

In an interview that RAI Television was doing oa 
Saturday aight at the Main Press Centre at Homebush 
Bay with Candido CunnsvU (Editor of ‘La Gazzetta 
big omit = Italy's largest daily newspaper) after Italy 

defeated Honduras, he said: “Marco Turdelli’s team 
fal oot eathee: Ai ain s Rees bes 
Honduras, were certainly very difficult opponents.” 
Indeed 

Moving along to the transfer market und it is very 
interesting to note that Roberto Baggio has signed with 
newly-promoted Brescia: 

Baggio. at 33, is still a very valuable player and should 
prove to be an excellent acquisition for the club. There is 
ho question that he will be remembered as one of the 
great players of the modern cra. 

However, there was a lot of speculation about where 
he would end up, Reggina and Napoli were said’ to be 
favourites but he chose Brescia. 

For those close to Baggio it was no real surprise. In 
fact, the other two clubs were never 2 teal chance 
because of their location - Southern Italy. Baggio is from 
Vicenza and very clearly prefers to reside in the north of 
the country. 

And finally to the Champions League. Filippo Inzaghi 
scores three goals-and his team (Juyentus) is stall held to 
a4 draw with Hamburg SV. 

For the Juventus fans 2 particular night in Athens in 
1983 would come readily to mind. That was the final of 
the old Champioss Cup and Jive’s opponents were 
Hamburg SY. 

‘The Germans wor 1-0 and the Ginvanai Trapatoni 
coached Juve which, included names such us Platini, 
Boniek, Rossi, Tardelll, Gentife, Cabrini, Zoff and 
Scirea, went home to Turin empty handed. 

AC Milan overcame Besiktas of Turkey 4-1 thanks to 
a double from Ukrainian internutional striker, Andny 
Shevchenko, He would have to be one of the very bestin 
the business! 

Tonight (Tuesday) the tournament continues and 
Javentus are at home to Panathinaikos and AC Milan are 
Bway at Biland Road to face Leeds Uni. 


ARSENAL 2 
COVENTRY CITY 1 


ilvain Wiltord, replacing 

Thierry Henry, beat the 
Coventry offside trap to put 
Arsenal ahead after 25 minutes at 
Highbury with his first goal for the 
cub. 

Arsenal had all the play but needed 
a second goal from London-born 
youth team product Paulo Vernazza, 
also his first for the club, to secure the 
points. 

Coventry’s Moroccan Mustapha 
Hadji made the home fans sweat with 
a fine 80th-minute free-kick goal and 
Marcus Hall struck the underside of 
the bar late on. 


ASTON VILLA 2 
BRADFORD CITY 0 


iransfer-seeking Villa defender 

Gareth Southgate stylishly put 
his side ahead after just five min- 
utes against City. 

Julian Joachim, booed by the fans 
after coming on for Frenchman David 
Ginola, then earned the penalty from 
which Dion Dublin made it 2-0 15 
minutes from time. 

Villa move up to seventh. 


CHARLTON 1 
TOTTENHAM O 


linnish signing © Jonatan 

Johansson slid the ball through 
Neil Sullivan’s legs to put Chariton 
ahead six minutes before halftime 
after Ramon Vega played him 
onside. 

It proved enough to take the points 
which lifted Alan Curbishley’s side to 
eighth. Charlton’s hero was goalkeep- 
er Dean Kiely who denied Tottenham 
with a series of superb saves. The best 
came from Les Ferdinand in the sec- 
ond half, and Kiely even saved the 
follow-up from Steffen Iversen. 


EVERTON 1 
MAN UTD 3 


hree goals in 11 minutes put 
United in control at Goodison 
Park. Nicky Butt diverted the ball 
home with his midriff from an Ole 


Action from the match between Southampton and Newcastle United. 


Gunnar Solskjaer cross after 26 
minutes. 

Ryan Giggs slid home a loose ball 
after Teddy Sheringham’s shot was 
saved by Everton goalkeeper Paul 
Gerrard and Solksjaer made it three 
from a David Beckham pass before 
halftime. 

Dane Thomas Gravesen struck a 
low shot home after 54 minutes to 


_give Everton hope but it was United 


who came closest to adding to their 
tally. Solskjaer missed a sitter, substi- 
tute Dwight Yorke hit a post and 
Sheringham had an effort disallowed 
for offside. 


LEEDS UTD 1 
IPSWICH TOWN 2 


ary Kelly’s fourth-minute 
cross was put away by Lee 
Bowyer as Leeds looked to bounce 
back from their midweek mauling 
by Barcelona. But Ipswich 
equalised eight minutes later 
through a James Scowcroft header 
and Jermaine Wright drove them 
ahead two minutes after halftime. 
Try as they did Leeds couldn’t find 
an equaliser and they now go into 
their home clash with AC Milan in 
the Champions League worried by 
two consecutive home defeats. 


Manchester United’s Ole Gunnar Solskjaer celebrates scoring 
against Everton as goalkeeper Paul Gerrard holds his head. 


SOUTHAMPTON 2 
NEWCASTLE UTD 0 


atvian Marian Pahars scored 
from three metres out after 47 
minutes to put Southampton into a 
deserved lead against Newcastle, 
who were third at the start of play. 
Pahars added a second — his fifth of 
the season, again after good work 
by Morocccan Hassan Kachloul - 
from close range after 61 minutes. 
It was Southampton’s first win of 
the season and preserved their record 
of not having lost at home to 
Newcastle for 28 years. 


SUNDERLAND 2 
DERBY COUNTY 1 


Kx Kilbane’s spectacular 
¢ after 40 minutes put 
Sunderland in front against fellow 
strugglers Derby at the Stadium of 
Light. England striker Kevin 
Phillips wriggled through to make 
it 2-0 after 74 minutes. 

Derby, who have managed several 
stirring comebacks this season, hit 
back through highly-rated striker 
Malcolm Christie seven minutes from 
time but couldn’t find a second. 


CHELSEA 0 
LEICESTER CITY 2 


atched by new head coach 

Claudio Ranieri in the 
stands, Chelsea made the worst 
possible start when ex-Chelsea 
player Muzzy Izzet. headed high- 
flying Leicester in front after eight 
minutes, 

Jimmy Floyd Hasselbaink headed 
against the crossbar midway through 
the second half as Chelsea struggled 
for an equaliser. 

But they were killed off eight min- 
utes from time when Leicester striker 
Stan Collymore, a replacement for 
Ade Akinbiyi, converted from close 
in to seal the points. 


WEST HAM UTD 1 
LIVERPOOL 1 


teven Gerrard, back after 

injury, put Liverpool ahead 
from Danny Murphy’s accurate 
cross against bottom club West 
Ham after 12 minutes. 

West Ham, striving for their first 
win of the season, battled back and 
gained a point when Paolo Di Canio 
converted a 69th-minute penalty after 
Frederic Kanoute was felled in the 
area, 


MANCHESTER CITY 1 
MIDDLESBROUGH 1 


fter a dull first half 
Middlesbrough silenced Maine 
Road 10 minutes into the second 
period when unmarked Italian 
Gianluea Festa headed a corner 
past Nicky Weaver in the City goal. 

City drew level when Paulo 
Wanchope beat the offside trap and 
diverted home a Danny Tiatto pass 
after 67 minutes. 

The home side twice went close to 
clinching a win but ‘Boro goalkeeper 
Gary Walsh tipped a header by 
Liberian George Weah and a Jeff 
Whitley drive on to the woodwork. 


4 Me | be ‘| 


—_—. _ 
Silvain Wiltord celebrates scor- 
ing his first goal for Arsenal, 
coming against Coventry. 


MURPRNESIEAW 


I ast week | nominated Chelsea for pretender of the 

1 commented on how Gianluca Vialli 
looked decidedly uncomfortable in the manager’s hot 
seat. Big boss Ken Bates obviously read the column 
as within 24 hours Luca was sent packing. 

Like Ruud Gullit before him, Vialli achieved suc- 
cess in various cup competitions but was unable to 
secure English football's boly grail, the Premier 
League title. The Htalian’s position was always going 
t be under threat after Chelsea's fifth place in the 
league fast season and resultant failure to qualify for 
the Champions League. [t would seem that Vialli’s 
biggest mistake was to adopt a similar management 
style to Gullit. Gullit was accused ‘by his former 
charges of being arrogant and a poor communicator. It 
was these traits. and his method of rotating players 
with little explanition, that finally led to fis downfall. 

Both Didier Deschamps and Dan Petrescu spoke 
out against Vialli after leaving the London club and 
defender Franck Lebocuf did the same before the cur- 
Fent season got underway. Considering Vialli was pos- 
sibly the biggest victim of Gullit’s policy, it is sur- 
prising that he is accused of doing the same, 

it is believed that many of the Chelsea players are 
disappointed with Vialli’s weatment of fellow Italian 
Gianfranco Zola, Bizarrely, immediately after Vialli’s 
dismissal rumours abounded that the diminutive Zola 
would take on the manager's role. It would have been 
2 ndiculous. appointment to give the job to another 
player who, although having played at the top level, 
hadn't served some sort of management apprentice- 


ship. 

Thankfully for Chelsea fans the decision makers 
behind the scenes have wisely opted to bang in an 
experienced manager from the continent. The theatri- 
cal Claudio Ranieri has served as boss at Atletico 
new ideas in to the club and lead them to the title for 
the first time since their sole championship in 1955. 

9000 ; 
wrx Chelsea are trying to get their title chal- 
lenge back on track, the well oiled Manchester 
United juggernaut simply rolls on. The frightening 
thing for United's opposition is that they appear to be 
in cruise mode, Over the last few weeks they have 
biown all comers, including Belgian champions 
Anderlecht, off the park. Before the season kicked off 
there was a lot of talk about how Manchester United 
would have # real strugele to retain their title. Yeah 
right. 

As already mentioned Chelsea has had to change 
managers, Leeds tuye Jost-to promoted teams Ipswich 
and Manchester City and both Arsenal and Liverpool 
have failed to convince that they have what it takes to 
2o the distance. Perhaps United's biggest challenge 
will be to stay focused when, the’ Champions League 
heals up. What was supposed to be 4 real struggle 
J tum out-te be United's easiest title win in the 


Jast eight years, 

Ee i boss Kevin Keegan has had one of his 
} problems solyed for the upcoming World Cup 
Qualifiers against Germany and Finland. Surety 
Michael Owen will be first choice to replace the 
retired Alan Shearer. The Liverpool stnker’s dazzling 
form has ied (0 a glut of goals including a 30 minute 
hat-trick against Aston Villa and a late goal as substi- 
tute in the friendly against the French. 

Now Keegan jnst needs to find Owen a partner, Sort: 
‘oul the left side of the field, bite the bullet and replace 
Ince with Gerrard, tighten the defence, suck Seaman 
and discover some: Sort of game plan. 


a000 . 
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Voor rus out ong reign as German coach 


ermany coach Rudi 
Voeller said there was 
no question of his 
remaining in the job past next 
summer, when he is due to 
hand over to Bayer 


|} Daum. 

Voeller, who has become the 
darling of German fans since 
being appointed to revive the 
national side after a dismal 
Euro 2000 performance, told 

|) the German newspaper Die Welt 

) that winning his first two games 

) in charge made no difference. 

“Christoph Daum is an excel- 
lent coach, who has thoroughly 
earned his job as national tram- 

) er from next year because he is 


simply the best,” Voeller said. 

Daum, who took his club 
Leverkusen to the brink of win- 
ning the German title last year, 
has had a shaky start to the new 
season after selling Brazilian 
midfielder Emerson to AS 
Roma and losing out-of-con- 
tract Stefan Beinlich to Hertha 
Berlin. 

The German Football 
Association wanted Daum, a 
master motivator, to take over 
straight after Euro 2000, where 
Germany failed to win a single 
match. But his club would not 
release him from his existing 
contract, leading to Voeller’s 
appointment as caretaker. 

German newspapers have 


compared Voeller, a prolific 
international striker as a player, 
to Germany’s World Cup-win- 
ning defender and coach Franz 
Beckenbauer. 

But while the 40-year-old 
admitted he enjoyed hearing his 
name ring round the stands as it 
did in the late 1980s and early 
90s, he added he was commit~ 
ted to making way for Daum. 

“When we took the decision 
we were well aware it would 
not be easy and that it would set 
people talking,” Voeller said. “E 
think it will be a huge stroke of 
luck for German football when 
he takes over next year. 


Rudi Voeller: No long term proposition. 


Ginola considers sweeper | Delight for record age Cole 


role in twilight years 


avid Ginola, a tricky winger who has always 

hated tracking back into defence, is consid- 

ering a surprise role as sweeper in the twi- 
light of a mercurial career. 

“Other players speak to me now and say: “David, 
you can go on much longer because you will make a 
great playmaker in the middle of the pitch with your 
quick feet, vision and 

skill’ So maybe T will even play as a sweeper,” the 
Frenchman said. 

Ginola spoke to the media at London launch of his 


David Ginola: Could become a sweeper. 


autobiography Le Magnifique, which highlights the 
tense relations the winger has had over the years with 
some of his managers and coaches. 

A highly skilled player, voted Footballer of the Year 
in England 1999, Ginola has often clashed with man- 
agers over his cavalier approach to the game that has 
won him thousands of English fans during his years at 
Newcastle United, Tottenham Hotspur and now Aston 
Viila. 

But Ginola believes he can build a good relationship 
with his new boss John Gregory at Villa and that he 
still has several years of top flight football left in him. 

“T heard someone saying to a player ‘play as long as 
you can because you will never 

Tegret it’ and that’s what I intend to do,” he said. 

Ginola admitted he was devastated by the broken 
knee suffered by his team mate Luc Nilis at the week- 
end. He anticipated a tough time for the Belgian, at 33 
the same age as Ginola, recovering from the injury and 
coming back. 

“Tt makes you realise how precious a career in foot- 
ball is.” Ginola satd. 

Ginola was transferred to Villa in the off-season 
after falling out of favour with Spurs manager George 
Graham. 

The Frenchman suggested that as an ex-Arsenal 
man, Graham could not walk straight into their bitter 
north London rivals in 1998 and immediately get rid of 
Tottenham’s French idol. 

“Kemny Dalglish decided to take me off very quick- 
ly (at Newcastle in 1997). George Graham couldn’t 
because he was more Arsenal than Tottenham,” Ginola 
said. 

“So arriving at Spurs and getting rid of me very 
quickly would be a big mistake so he waited a little bit 
before he did get rid of me.” 


ndy Cole has been making no secret of his 
delight at overtaking Denis Law as 
Manchester United’s record goalscorer in 
the European Cup. 


The England striker hit a hat-trick during the | 
week as the 1999 trophy winners beat Anderlecht | 
5-1 in a Champions League Group G game at Old | 


Traffont 

His first, a 15th minute header, took him past 
Law’s mark of 14 and he finished the night on 17 
goals, 

Cole achieved his feat in 36 games, twice as many 
matches as Law, but was still proud of his record. 

“Tm very pleased to get the hat-trick and go past 
the previous record because to get more than Denis 
Law is something special,” he said. “Now I’ve got 
there I’m delighted. 


“There have been ups and downs along the way _ 


but I’m there now. It’s brilliant for me on a personal 
level because I see Denis Law as a legend.” 

Life seems to have taken a turn for the better for 
Cole this season, with manager Alex Ferguson 
putting that down to his striker winning back his 
place in the England side. 

In the absence of the retired Alan Shearer, Cole 
gave a confident performance as he led England’s 
attack ina |-1 draw with world and European cham- 
pions France earlier this month. 

Cole disagrees with his managet’s view, prefer- 
ting to say that his form has not changed — just the 
public’s perception of him. 

Playing down that form he said: “I can’t com- 
plain. I’m playing in a great team that creates good 
chances and I’m fortunate enough to pat them 
away.” 

He dismissed talk that the record had been affect- 
ing his European performances. It took him four 


Andy Cole: New record. 


games to beat Law’s mark after equalling it against 
Fiorentina on March 15. 

“T haven’t felt any pressure being level with the 
record,” he said. “It’s not weighed on my mind, 
that’s for sure.” 

Cole’s hat-trick was his second in the Champions 
League after his treble against Feyenoord in 1997. 
United’s goal spree against Anderlecht also took 
them past 200 goals in the European Cup and 300 in 
all European competitions. 


i ee Madrid defender 
Roberto Carles has 
the club to keep 
fellow Brazilian Savio, who 
was reportedly close to a move 
to Chelsea. 
Both Real Madrid and the 
player have hinted that they are 
| ready to listen to offers. Savio 
has gone on record as being 
‘}unhappy that the club have 
i refused to renegotiate his con- 
tract. 


Chelsea are understood to be 


ready to pay around 2,400 mil- 
lion pesetas ($22 million) for the 
left-sided forward, who holds 
dual-French nationality, but 
Roberto Carlos insists Real 
should keep him. 

“Tf Real Madrid want to have 
the best players in their squad 
then Savio has to stay,” said the 
Brazilian fullback. 

“T hope he stays. ’'m sure the 
club will talk to him and his 
agent and everything will be 
sorted out.” 


Savio, who travelled with the 
Real squad for the Champions 
League game against Sporting 
Lisbon, insisted that he had not 
received an offer from the 
English club but he did hint that 
amove could be in the pipeline. 

“Tye always been treated 
well by Real Madrid and they’ll 
always be in my heart but ’ma 
professional and I also have to 
think about myself and family.” 

Earlier Real’s sporting direc- 


tor Jorge Valdano had told 


Spanish radio: “Savio told me 
that wants to stay at the club. If 
that has changed then he or his 
agent should come and explain 
what he wants. 

“We don’t want players who 
aren’t happy inside Real 
Madrid. We're ready to talk with 
anyone but always at the appro- 
priate price.” 
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Vialli's success never good enough 


ianluca Vialli was never likely to last long 
Chelsea despite collecting four trophies 
to make him the most successful manager 

in the 95-year history of the club. 

When Chairman Ken Bates’s axe finally fell, few at 
the club were really surprised, though captain Dennis 
Wise said he was shocked at the speed of the decision. 

The 36-year-old italian with a fine playing pedigree 
took over from Rund Gullit two and a half years ago 
with no managerial experience. 

He knew then that the autocratic Bates’s dearest 
wish was to challenge Manchester United for English 
soccer supremacy - and to do so fast to justify the 
‘huge expansion at a club which now boasts a hotel, 
Testauramts, superstore and array of financial services 
as part of Chelsea Village PLC. 

To mount such a challenge he needed world class 
Players and such players would only stay if they felt 
the clab could win the Premier League and challenge 
for the Champions League. 

The Cup Winners’ Cup, Super Cup, League Cup 
and F.A. Cup already won were simply second best. 

He was allowed to spend liberally during his spell 
in charge, bringing in notable names such as French 
World Cap winners Marcel Desailly and Didier 
Deschamps. Over the last four months he spent $62.5 
million dollars on Dutch striker Jimmy Floyd 
Hasselbaink, Croatian Mario Stanic and Iceland’s 
Eidur Gadjohnsen. 


TALENT PACKED 
SQUAD 


ialli had to give such a talent-packed squad as 

well as his demanding chairman decent expecta- 
tions of winning the Premier League this season, And 
this was where he fell down. 

Even his own agent Athole Still said Vialli had 
failed to keep his squad happy, despite reaching the 
quarter-finals of the Champions League at their first 
attempt and lifting the FA. Cup last season. 

“The reason for Luca’s sacking has nothing to do 
with the club's results at the start of this season. 

The reason was that he had lost the confidence of 


Recent results have not helped. Chelsea have not 
‘won since the opening day of the season, losing once 
—1o lowly Bradford — drawing tee of them iasi 
four games and languishing well behind Manchester 
United in mid-table. 

Vialli, himself, conceded that confidence was nec- 
essary for a title challenge. 

“To start off on the right foot is vital because then 
you get confidence and you scare the opposition,” 
‘Vialli wrote with prophetic irony for the September 
edition of the cinb members’ newspaper. 

‘Without the good start, the new players iured with 
the promise of great things to come were also catch- 
ing the mistrustful bus. 

Hasselbaink punched the dugout in anger at being 
substituted at Bradford and Sumic said Cheisea would 
not win the title if they capitulated as they did against 
Arsenal last week after squandering a two- goal lead: 


TOUGH DECISIONS 


ce the player disseat became public, Viaili’s 
tenure was always in doubt. Bates, never one to 
flinch from tough decisions, had lunch in his favourite 
Italian restaurant as Vialli took taining and then 
called the Italian in to tell him he no longer had a job. 
British newspapers said the pair parted on good 
tems because Bates admired Vialli, who worked 
hard, leamed to speak near-perfect English and 
behaved like “a perfect gentleman”. 
Sentiment docs not come imto the mmnme of 
Cheisea for Bates, however. The man who bought the 
ailing club for a pittance in 1983 has dragged it out of 


“Has any chairman since Mao had more faith in his 
own opinions than Ken Bates?,” Manchester United 
boss Alex Ferguson said in his amobiography pub- 
Tished recently. 


Gianluca Vielll: in happier times after winning the Cherlly Shield earlier thie year. 
some of the players. The spirit in the camp was not Vialli’s handling of his staff from France defender 


what he or Chelsea wanted to have,” Still said. 


Franck Leboenf. Gianfranco Zola, the fans’ most pop- 


Rumblings started last season with criticism of ular player, then looked set to quit but remained tight- 


Bate’s current opinion according to the ciub’s state- 
ment was that Chelsea needed a new direction. 

For the UEFA Cup match against St Gallen of 
Switzerland, Vialli’s assistants Graham Rix and Ray 
‘Wilkins took charge. 


1964 - Bom nh in rons ay. 
1980 - Made his debut 


bath goals 2s Sampdoria win European 
Cup Winners’ Cup. Plays in Italian team which finish- 
8s third in World Cup. 
1991 - Scores 19 goals as Sampdoria win Serie A title. 
1992 - Plays in European’ Cup ‘Final but ends up a 
toser against Barcelona at 


‘Wembiey. 
Joins Juventus in the summer for a world record 12 
million pounds. 
1993 - Wins UEFA Cup with Juventus: 
paar snes aie 


‘Dec 1996 - A hamstring injury sidelines him as Gullit 
buys Giantranco Zola. 

Feb 1997 - Vialli sits alone in the dug-out smoking a 
Cigarette 20 minutes before Kick off, after finding out 
‘Gullit has dropped him again. 

Feb 1997 - While Chelsea are playing Manchester 
‘United Gullit chooses to bring himself on as:a striker 
father than Viaili. 

April 1997 - Feud develops between Gullit and Vialli as 
heis regularly jeft out of the starting line-up..Gullit says 
‘that Vialli may be a curse on the side and the Italian 
tesponds by saying that Gullit may not be doing a very 


Q00d job. 

May 1997 - He is not chosen in the Chelsea side for 
phbitin daca! sharin davon 
subsiitute in the victory over 

Feb 12 1998 - Appointed Chelsea 
‘succeed Ruud Gullit, Won 

‘Cup in 1998 and the FA. Cup in 2000. 
Sept 12 2000 - Dismissed by Chelsea: 
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Hamburg SV 
Tony Yeboah 17, 
Mehdi Mahdavikia 65, 


2 EUROPEAN CHAMPIONS LEAGUE 


GaKncioRS CHAMPIONS 


LEAGUE, 


GROUP A 


Spartak Moscow 2 Bayer Leverkusen 0 


Titov 51 

Bezrodnyi 89 

Sporting 2 Real Madrid 

$a Pinto 38 Carlos 50, Jorge 7009 


0 
1 
4 
0 


-ooo 
oOnnyn 


Real Madrid v Spartak Moscow 
Bayer Leverkusen v Sporting Lisbon 


Spartak Moscow y Sporting Lisbon 
Tuesday, October 17 
Real Madrid v Bayer Leverkusen 
Sporting Lisbon v Spartak Moscow 


Tuesday, November 7 
Spartak Moscow v Real Madrid 
Sporting Lisbon v Bayer Leverkusen 


4 Juventus 
Igor Tudor 5, 


Hans-Joerg Butt 72pen, 88pen 
Niko Kovac 82 


Panathinalkos 
Krzyztof Warzycha 29 Nourredine Naybet 84 


41 Deportivo Coruna 


Table 


Hamburg SV 41 
Juventus 1 
Deportivo Coruna— 1 
Panathinaikos 1 


26 


REMAINING FIXTURES: 
Tuesday, September 19 
Deportivo Coruna v Hamburg SV 
Juventus v Panathinaikos 
Tuesday, September 26 
Juventus v Deportivo Coruna 
Hamburg SV v Panathinaikos 
Wednesday, October 18 
Deportivo Coruna v Juventus 
Panathinaikos v Hamburg SV 
Tuesday, October 24 
Juventus v Hamburg SV 
Deportivo Coruna v Panathinaikos 
Wednesday, November 8 
Hamburg SV v Deportivo Coruna 
Panathinaikos v Juventus 


SECOND ROUND 


Four Groups of Four 


NNN o 
on aw 


2 


Filippo Inzaghi 36, 53, 


1 


Sparta Prague 


Shakhtar Donetsk 0 


0 Arsenal 

Silvinho 33 

Lazio 

Claudio Lopez 27, 

Pavel Nedved 70, 

Simone Inzaghi 80 


Lazio 

Arsenal 

Sparta Prague 
Shakhtar Donetsk 


REMAINING FIXTURES: 
Wednesday, September 20 
Lazio v Sparta Prague 
Arsenal v Shakhtar Donetsk 
Wednesday, September 27 
Arsenal v Lazio 
Sparta Prague v Shakhtar Donetsk 
Tuesday, October 17 
Lazio v Arsenal 
Shakhtar Donetsk v Sparta Prague 
Wednesday, October 25 
Arsenal v Sparta Prague 
Lazio v Shakhtar Donetsk 
Tuesday, November 7 
Sparta Prague v Lazio 
Shakhtar Donetsk v Arsenal 


Paris St Germain v Helsingborg 
Tuesday, September 26 
Paris St Germain v Bayern Munich 
Rosenborg Trondheim v Helsingborg 
Wednesday, October 18 
Bayern Munich v Paris St Germain 
Helsingborg v Rosenborg Trondheim 
Tuesday, October 24 


Paris St Germain v Rosenborg Trondheim 


Rosenborg Trondheim v Bayern Munich 
Helsingborg v Paris St Germain 


QUARTER-FINAL 


First Leg — April 3/4 


Second Leg — April 17/18 
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2 Olympiakos 
a Baraja 36, 
Diego Alonso 44 
Otympique Lyon = 3 
Sonny Anderson 2, 
Max Houttuin 100g, 
Steve Marlet 58 


Heerenveen 
Jeffrey Tatan 35 


Olympiakos v Olympique Lyon 
Wednesday, September 27 
Olympiakos v Heerenveen 
Valencia v Olympique Lyon 
Tuesday, October 17 
Heerenveen v Olympiakos 
Olympique Lyon y Valencia 


Valencia v Heerenveen 
Olympique Lyon v Olympiakos 


Psv Elndhoven 

Theo Lucius 39, 

Arnold Bruggink 52 
Manchester United 5 
Andy Cole 15, 50, 72, 
Denis Irwin 29pen, 
Teddy Sheringham 42 


Dynamo Kiev 


Anderlecht 
Jan Koller 55 


‘able 
PSV Eindhoven 
Dynamo Kiev 


Table 
Manchester United, 1 
1 
1 
Anderlecht 1 


Lat 
‘1,8 
a) 
00 
090 


REMAINING FIXTURES: 
Tuesday, September 19 
Anderlecht v PSV Eindhoven 
Dynamo Kiev v Manchester United 
Tuesday, September 26 
Dynamo Kiev v Anderlecht 
PSV Eindhoven v Manchester United 
Wednesday, October 18 
Anderlecht v Dynamo Kiev 
Manchester United v PSV Eindhoven 
Tuesday, October 24 
Dynamo Kiev v PSV Eindhoven 
Anderlecht v Manchester United 
Wednesday, November 8 
PSV Eindhoven v Anderlecht 
Manchester United v Dynamo Kiev 


SEMI-FINAL 


First Leg — May. 1/2 
Second Leg — May.8/9, 


Maxim Shatskikh 6 


1 


Predrag Djordjevic 73 


4 


1 


LEAGUE, 


Galatasaray 3 Monaco 
Mario Jardel 16, Shabani Nonda “oe 
Gheorge Hagi 29, Marco Simone.62 


Carlos Capone 80 


Hagi (Galatasaray) 69 
Rangers 

Michael Mols 9, 
Ronald de Boer 19, 
Jorg Albertz 29, 
Giovanni van Bronckhorst 71, 
Billy Dodds 85 


5 Sturm Graz 


Rangers 005 0 
Galatasaray A A) 0 0-32 
Monaco 120510; Ragas 
Sturm Graz 400) 4 0D: S 


REMAINING FIXTURES: 
Wednesday, September 20 
Sturm Graz v Galatasaray 
Monaco v Rangers 
Wednesday, September 27 
Monaco v Sturm Graz 
Galatasaray v Rangers 
Tuesday, October 17 
Sturm Graz v Monaco 
Rangers v Galatasaray 
Wednesday, October 25 
Monaco v Galatasaray 
Sturm Graz v Rangers 
Tuesday, November 7 
Galatasaray v Sturm Graz 
Rangers v Monaco 


ano 8 8, 
Frank de Boer 20, 
Patrick Klulvert 74, 84 


Leeds United v AC Milan 
Tuesday, September 26 
teeds United v Besiktas 
Barcelona v AC Milan 
. Wednesday, October 18 
Besiktas v Leeds United 
AC Mian v Barcelona 
Tuesday, October 24 
Leeds United v Barcelona 
Besiktas v AC Milan 
Wednesday, November & 
Barcelona v Besiktas 
AC Milan v Leeds United 


FINAL 


Wednesday, May 23 
In Milan 


Red cards: Ousmane Dabo (Monaco) 71 Gheorge 


oowMM 


World Rankings 


he media arm of Spanish 
telecoms giant Telefonica 
announced detailed plans 
for the new Euroleague basketball 
competition last week and floated 


Backers hint at possible soccer league 


tently involyed in three other pro- 
jects,” 

Another — spokesman for 
Telefonica Sport added: “Our dis- 
cussions with several European 


new company called Euroleague 
Marketing set up to exploit the new 
competition. 

ULEB will own 25 percent of the 
shares, with another comany 


(Valid until October 11) the idea that the format could clubs last year didn’t meet with an Mediapro holding the remaining 
form the basis for a possible adequate response. five percent. 
1 Brazil 7 “Bolivia g breakaway soccer league. “We are not in contact with the The new competition will feature 
2 France 7+ Kuwait 439. Lesotho Telefonica Media spoke to lead- clubs at the moment but we are 24 teams, including most of the big 
3 Argentina 72 “Uzbekistan 440 Rwanda ing European clubs last year about ready to resume them when the time names in the sport, and the format 
4 Gzech Republic 73 -China PR 141 Tanzania the possibility of a soccer league but _ is right.” will be based on the NBA in the 
5 Spain 74 Bosnia: 142. Ethiopia the discussions came to nothing. European basketball effectively United States. 
6 tay Herzegoving 143= Bangladesh The company said, though, that split into two opposing camps in ‘The split in basketball came about 
7 Portugal 75 Burkina Faso 743+ Benin they were still interested in becom- July as the Union of European because of a row over income from 
8 — Yugostavia 78 Cuba 143= Liechtenstein ing involved with an NBA-style Basketball Leagues (ULEB) _ television rights. 
9 Germany 77 Estonia 146° St Kitts & Nevis European soccer league, similar to launched the Euroleague to chal- As previously announced. 
10 Netherlands 78 Guinea 147 Korea OPR the one that has now been estab- lenge the Suproleague of estab- Telefonica Media are guaranteeing 
11 \Nomway 72 Amenia, 18 Antigue &Barbuds | jished in basketball. lished authority FIBA. the clubs a minimum of $35 million 
ie oe 80, © Algeria 148 Andorra “This could be an embryo for Under more detailed plans per year between them. 
13° Mexico ‘BY lta 750. Bermuda other sports,” a spokesman for announced, Telefonica Media said “s) 
14 England 82. Namibia 151 Botswana «oa Media said. eS 
45 ae B= Gar 462-Ganbia Telefonica Media said. “We are cur- they would control 70 percent of a 
ee Sloveni — 
oe Tis | Pirri steps down after 
12 “United States 87 ee 
20° Chile 8B joins a 
21 Sweden 9 2 30 
~ Sots h years at hai Wiadri 
2 Souk te Ipswic UY 
24 = Russia. t= ose Martinez Pirri said last week he a8 overall sporting director earlier this 
25  Beloiom ce} Town was leaving Real Madrid after more month left his future in question. j 
26= Morocen o4 than 30 years at the Spanish Pa “Tm ea ae ‘ nd si 
= ES i lovenia midfielder club, ‘ at Rea and leaving eS 
Pee Pris 2 S F The former Spanish international me very sad,” he said. : 
29 Trinidad & Tobago «97 a four- defender played for Real for i6 ~  “] was working very well with the 
30 “Turkey 98 r years and was a member of their 44 A new president Florentino 
31 Eqypt 99 European Cup winning side in Pereg:...but the appointment of 
32 Uniguay 100 dpewic . som far : Ae two years after he joined the yy Jorge Baik ae pane 
Gree undisclosed . fee, -offi- club. ” two people with the same job. 
= Cameroon He ‘of his current club After a spell as team doctor, be = “My dignity, in professional and per- 
35 Istael 103 took over as technical director four years sonal terms, would not allow me to contin- 
36= Poland : 404 ago. But the appointment of Jorge Valdano ue.” 
36= Slovenia A05= Stipe Jeric did say, 
38= treland Republic 105= however, that the fee — 
Si= Jamaica 105= ‘ y was the second largest i at-t r a C = k sta rt 
38= Pew 108= e i . in the history of 
38= Ukraine 108= Os S soccer 
42> Austria 110 at of striker f G 
42= Kores Republic it ES Tako ahancothe or omes 
44 —sIran 12 ‘ 2 Tome moved. to. Valencia in ortuguese interna- from Moreno Torricelli. Yugoslav Predrag 
45° Zambia 113 July for 5.9 million tional striker Nuno Gomes, playing his first  Mijatovic made it four just 
46 Honduras n4 pounds ($14.6m), Gomes hit a first half official game in Italy, added three minutes later with a 
47. Finland 15 26-year-old hat-trick as Fiorentina his second seven minutes superb chip from the edge of 
48. Cote d' Ivoire 116 nicknamed bull- swamped Serie B side later, driving home after the penalty area. 
49 Hungary 47 Salernitana 5-0 away in an _ being put through by compa- The outstanding Rui 
s i“ Ttalian Cup third round, — triot Rui Costa. Costa had his hand in 
Sy Gee abe first leg, last week. The Portuguese duo FFiorentina’s fifth, dancing 
iene pe The Florence side took a linked up again forGomesto through the midfield before 
52. Iceland 120 so fur collected 36 caps fourth minute lead when complete his hat-trick in the setting up a simple conyer- 
= Ghena 125 1B? Gomes struck home a cross 35th minute. sion for Marco Rossi. 
55 Costa Rica 123 189 
56. Bulgaria 424 190. 
57 Thailand 125 49} 
s8= Canada 128 192 r 
ei UE haa DN ts 183, CE French abuse he had received from _ isis” Leboeuf told The Sun. 
Wa. Sa oes f 194 international the fans was the worstexpe- “It is no secret to say Luca 
60= Switzerland 128° St Lucia 195 defender Frank rience of his career. and I were not best friends 
62 Guatemaia 130 Tahiti 196 Leboeuf said being booed “don't think Ihave ever and that was a big disap- 
63 Saudi Arabla 131 Solomon Islands 197 |} by the club’s fans during been as depressed about my  pointment to me because, 
64 = Zimbabwe 132 Bahrain 198. their UEFA Cup first football as I was yesterday,” when he was a player, we 
65 Cyprus 133 Swaziland 199 round tie against Swiss he was quoted as saying. were close. 
88 Congo DR 434° Burundi 200 -- side St Gallen had left him “T had a sleepless night “I was asked a straight 
67= AUSTRALIA 135 Tajikistan 201 depressed and unable to after the game and thatisno question about my relation- 
67= ia 136 p sleep. way tollive.” ship with Luca and I gave a 
r= einse 137 eae = American Samoa copes is unhappy that Leboeuf said there wasno straight answer about my 
fa he is being blamed for the truth in reports that he had a__ own position. It is ridiculous Frank Leboeuf 
: - sade: a eee dismissal of manager bust-up with Vialli at the foranyonetosuggestthathe how he could remain at 
Note: Teams inactive since 1991 and teams which have not Gianluca Vialli earlier ths club trail ground last was scteiecamo.ctie Stamford Bridge if he could 
played yet to do not appear in the table. ~ : week. week. Leboeuf said that at his not rely on the fans to back 
; : Bet : Leboeuf told The Sun the “Tcan assure you itis rub- lowest point he wondered him. 
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eare 
scare 


cleared to return with the rest of the 
squad last week. 

Leeds’ club call said he had been 
ruled out of the clash with 
Ipswich Town. 

_ Radebe is the latest 
injury woe for the 


t 


outh African defender Lucas 

Radebe has been cleared of 

any serious injury after being 
carried off on a stretcher 
wearing a neck brace in 
Leeds United's 
Champions League 


defeat by Na. Premier League club 
Barcelona, the who were without 
club’s Web site has Australian midfield- 


said. 

Radebe fell awk- 
wardly on his neck after 
a collision with team mate 
Michael Duberry in the 4-0 


er Harry Kewell, 
Fy Jason Wilcox, 
Jonathan Woodgate, 
David Batty, Norwegian 
Eirik Bakke and Dominic 


drubbing at the Nou Camp. Matteo in Catalonia. 
Radebe was taken to hospital for x- Striker Mark Viduka is with the 
rays and tests but they revealed no Australian Olympic squad. 


serious injury. Radebe has been 


SOUTH AMERICA, 


AIR FARES FOR 


RING NOW 
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CHEAPEST PRICES TO 


EUROPE, USA & ASIA 


SPECIAL REDUCED 


SENIOR CITIZENS 


Gullit shows no sympathy as 
sacked boss Vialli hits out 


jormer Chelsea manager Ruud 
Fc believes the London club 

were right to sack Gianluca 
Vialli. 

Vialli succeeded Dutchman Gullit at 
Stamford Bridge in February 1998 but the 
Italian was himself dismissed after a meet- 
ing with Chairman Ken Bates last week. 

Gullit told The Mirror newspaper: 
“People ask me if I] have any sympathy for 
Vialli. The blunt answer is no. 

“There were a lot of things going on 
behind my back before my own split with 
the club. 

“Now Vialli has found out that in this 
world what goes around comes around. 

“When | heard the news it just brought 
a wry grin to my face. Nothing that hap- 
pens at Chelsea these days surprises me.” 

Although Gullit brought Vialli to 
Chelsea as a player from Juventus in 1996, 
the relationship between them soured 


anchester United defender 
M:: Neville has claimed that 

the Champions League format 
weakens the competition's appeal. 

The England international feels the 
extra group siage introduced last sea- 
son left feams with too many mean- 
ingless games to play. 

The eventual winners will have 
played 17 games. 

Neville wants some of the early 
games scrapped so that United can 
play other tournament giants like 
Juventus and Real Madrid earlier in 
the competition. 

Preparing for. United's opener 
against Anderlecht, Neville said: “The 
Champions league system now isn’t 
good. I don't like it and I don’t think 
the players do. 

“No disrespect to some of the clubs 
in the first group stage but there is no 
point in them being there. 

‘Although you do get the odd upset 
here and there it should be-just the 


he Australian 
i company 
which = con- 
structed the 110,000- 
seat Olympic Stadium 
in Sydney was last 
week awarded a 326.5 
million pounds | 
($836m) contract to 
build the new 
Wembley Stadium. 
Multiples 
Constructions, one of Australia’s largest pri- 
yately-owned construction and development 
firms, was appointed after an eight-month 
selection process involving 16 contractors, 


Ruud Gullit: No sympathy. 


Australian company wins 
race to build Wembley 


Wembley Stadium 


when Gullit often left Vialli on the substi- 
tutes’ bench. Vialli has made clear: his 
unhappiness ut his enforced departure. 

A statement released by his personal 
assistant Virginia d’Amore said: “There 
were responsibilities that Mr Vialli 
believes should have been shared by 
someone else — ‘someone’ who, unfortu- 
nately, was too concerned about his image 
as ‘Mr Nice Guy’ to give the support that 
any manager would require.” 

D'Amore refused to name the “Mr Nice 
Guy’. 

The statement added: “It seems to Mr 
Vialli that his boss, Colin Hutchinson 
(Chelsea managing director), lacked con- 
fidence in his conduct which seems rather 
bizarre since Mr Vialli won five trophies 
in two and a half years. 

“This scenario inevitably resulted in Mr 
Vialli’s sacking.” 


Neville attacks Champions 
League format 


champions of each country and 
maybe the runners-up in the competi- 


w that it’s getting to the third 
and fourth team it’s just getting 
Is. We have to make sure the 


v for hae has: been backed 
by the United chairman. 

He said: “I have alwavs felt that 17 
games is hard to cope with in the 
Cc hampions League. 

“A 13-match tournament is a better 
mix. I personally wouldn't be against 
it going to a knockout after the first 

S 
an ongoing debate about 
these things and I am part of it. 

“But UEFA sold the Champions 
League sponsorship and TV rights for 
three years so they are committed 
contractually for the next two years. 
Nothing is going to happen until 
then.” 


Wembley 
Stadium 


developers 
| National 
P| (WNSL) said. 
The stadium will be 
ready for use in 2004, 
4 The project was 
=I thrown into confusion 
j) earlier this month when 
| preferred contractor 
Bovis Multiplex with- 
drew in a disagreement 
over the cost of the 
scheme. 
The. famous stadium, opened in 1923, is 
due to be bulldozed after England’s World 
Cup qualifier against Germany on October 7. 


resounding 4-0 win for 
Cruzeiro over Botafogo last 
week proved that Luis Felipe 


Scolari’s coaching formula is as potent 
as ever. 

“Big Phil”, as Scolari is known, chose 
Cruzeiro as his new club after successful 
coaching spells at Palmeiras and Gremio, 

The way Cruzeiro stormed into a two- 
goal lead against Botafogo suggests the 
Belo Horizonte team will be challenging 
for honours this year. 

Fabio Junior scored twice in the first 
10 minutes. The first came from a clever 
back-heeled pass from team mate Sorin, 
while the second was a tightly-angled 
shot that caught goalkeeper Ricardo 
Gomes off-guard. 

Ricardino and Oseas scored the others 
to move Cruzeiro into third place in the 
Joao Havelange Cup table. 

Defeat for Botafogo meant their miser- 
able start to the season continued, with 
the Rio team offering little in attack, 

There was no shortage of goals in 
other games and dramatic comebacks 


were the order of the evening. 

In Rio, Vasco da Gama pulled back a 
two-goal deficit against local rivals 
Fluminense to win 4-3. 

Yaseo’s duo of Juninho Paulista and 
Romario are looking increasingly deadly, 
A clever pass from former 
Middlesbrough and Atletico Madrid mid- 
fielder Juninho set up.the first of two 
Romario goals, triggering Vasco’s fight- 
back. 

Juninho also scored the winner in the 
74th minute after another well-worked 
move, 

Sao Paulo showed even more fighting 
spirit at Ponte Preta, scoring twice in the 
last five minutes to clinch a 3-3 draw. 

High-scoring Vitoria performed a sim: 
ilar feat to keep in touch with the other 
leading clubs. 

The Bahia team were 1-0 down to 
Coritiba in the final stages of their match 
‘before a three-goal rally earned them vic- 
tory and a move into sixth place in the 
table. 


Romario: Deadly as ever. 


Fuel crisis threatens British matches 


ritish sports officials may be 

forced to postpone weekend 

soccer, rugby and racing fix- 
tures because fuel shortages threaten 
to make trayel impossible. 

The Football Association told clubs 
competing in the FA Cup first qualifying 
round that no penalties would be 
imposed on teams who were forced to 
postpone games. 

“The Football Association is entirely 


sympathetic to the difficulties facing 
clubs in fulfilling fixture commitments 
and has taken this action to ensure that 
no club is unfairly penalized due to 
extraordinary circumstances,” it said. 
All postponed games would be 
rescheduled as midweek fixtures for the 
week beginning September 18, it added. 
The Scottish Premier League will 
decide whether to postpone all soccer 
matches due to be played this weekend. 


The Scottish Football League, which 
Tuns the first, second and third divisions, 
may also cancel games. 

One English division two match — 
Bristol City v Brentford — was post- 
poned because of the fuel dispute. 

Protestors, angry over the rising price 
of petrol and fuel taxes, have cut off 
petrol stations across Britain and fuel 
supplies have run out in many areas, 


Transfer Task Force confident of success after meeting 


of the pillars of the 


Per Ravn 


Omdal, 


need to maintain 


task force set up 
by FIFA and UEFA 
is confident of 


preventing the collapse 
of the transfer system 
before:the deadline set 
by the European 
Commission. (EC), it 
said last week after its 
first meeting. 

The Transfer Task 
Force- was set up to 
lobby for the retention 


European transfer sys- 
tem. 

The EC threatened to 
scrap transfer fees and 
introduce freedom of 
movement: for players, 
although a compromise 
is now likely. 

Further meetings are 
planned before the Task 
Force’s proposals are 
submitted to the EC by 
October 31. 


Sponsors blunder over hat 
hand-out to-Rangers fans 


angers officials: had 
to hide boxfuls of 
immtick hats from a 


Champions League sponsor 
last week, because. they 
were in the colours 
of Scottish rivals 
Celtic. 
The hats, a’ free 
gift from brewers 
Amstel, were, 
meant to be dis- 
tributed —_ before 
Rangers’ 5-0 Group D vic- 
tory over Sturm Graz at 
Tbrox Stadium. But the gifts 
stayed firmly in their boxes. 
The hats came in vivid 
green, white and yellow, 


resembling the colours of 

Glasgow’s other big side. 
The gaffe would have 
been even less appreciated 
by Rangers fans as they are 
still trying to recov- 

er from a painful 
6-2 defeat inflicted 

by Celtic recently. 
One Rangers fan 
told the Daily 
Record newspaper: 
“You would have 
thought a Dutch brewer 
would have known better, 
after Rangers have got a 
Dutch manager and six 

Dutch players.” 


chairman of the Task 
Force, said: _ “The 
timetable is tight but we 
are confident that we 
can produce solutions 
which will support the 
development of the 
game. 

“We have had a very 
constructive first meet- 
ing. It emphasised the 
strengths of the current 
transfer system and the 


Bathroom slip sidelines | 


those.” 

FIFA and UEFA want 
the EC to recognise that 
football is a special case 
and make it exempt 
from the usual Jaws and 
regulations governing 
employment in Europe. 

The Transfer Task 
Force will meet again 


next week. 
© 


English referee 


agland’s Wendy 
Toms slipped onthe 
floor of her hotel 
bathroom last. week, 
slightly sprained an ankie 


| Nigeria at the Brace 
P Stadium. 
Toms, the first woman 


FIFA called in 


Norwegian referee Vibeke. 
Karlsen to take charge of 
the China-Nigeria match 
While Toms recovers. 
Toms is the only British 
Tepresentative invelyed in 
the football competition. 
Britain does ‘not smter a 
team for the Olympics 
because 
Scotland, 
Trekand and Wales are all 
individual members - of 
FIFA, but Britain is 3 
member of the TOC, 


GUIDE 


* All times are Australian Eastern Standard Summer Time 
TUESDAY SEPT 19 


GOL-ESPN: Football Exra Optus & Foxtel 


Euro 2000 Semi FiraliNo 2 LIVE) 
France v5 Portugal Opies (ESPNI only) 
Fox Sports Iam — 10. 30am 31:30pm — lam 
3pm —Spa 
UEFA Champions League English Caisse Matches 


Leicester vs Everton (LIVE} 
Fox Sports 
dam — 430m 
(Monday Mornina} 


US Major League 
Quarterfinal Maich 3 
Optus (ESPN) 
lam — 4am 


C7 Games 
{Oknpic special arly) 
10pm — 1.30pm 


Orympic Games Sovcer 
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Leicester City 
Red Star Belgrade 


] eicester City recovered from one of the 


quickest goals in UEFA Cup history to earn 
a 1-1 draw with Red Star Belgrade in their 
first round, first leg, tie at Filbert Street last week. 

Leicester had not conceded a goal in open play in 
five Premier League games this season but found 
themselves behind after 47 seconds when Milenko 
Acimovic’s 30-metre shot dipped over Leicester 
keeper Tim Flowers. 

The 21-times Yugoslav champions, who lost on 
away goals to Dynamo Kiev in the final qualifying 
round of the Champions League, were always dan- 
gerous on the break and should have increased their 
lead in the 39th minute. But Goran Drulic’s rising 
shot deflected off Flowers and over the bar. 

Leicester quickly capitalised on their good fortune 
by drawing level four minutes later. Northern Ireland 
international defender Gerry Taggart was left unchal- 
lenged to head high into the net from Neil Lennon’s 
free-kick. 

Red Star had defender Stevo Glogovac sent off in 
the 76th minute for a second yellow card. And they 
were indebted to goalkeeper Aleksandar Kocic for 
denying Leicester a 78th-minute winner with a save 
from substitute Stan Collymore. 

Red Star: coach Slavoljub Muslin accused 
Leicester manager Peter Taylor of provocative 
behaviour om the touchline, 

“T had heard that the Leicester manager was a gen- 
tleman but I saw nothing in his conduct that was gen- 
tlemanly,” Muslin said. 

“He provoked me throughout the game and it’s the 
first time in 20 years I have heard such words.” 

Taylor responded: “I am surprised that sort of 
thing has not happened to him before. We had a little 
bit of a disagreement but it’s not the first row I have 
had on the touchline and I don’t suppose it will be my 
last.” 


Polonia Warsaw 


Udinese 


probe with compatriot Alberto, sealed 
Udinese’s 1-0 UEFA Cup first-leg win over 
Polonia Warsaw with a 55th-minute goal. 

Warley tapped home a free kick whch found its 
way through the Polish defence to clinch the first- 
round victory, 

Warley and compatriot Alberto were accused of 
holding false Portuguese passports by Polish border 
officials when the squad arrived in Warsaw, 

The duo were detained briefly at the airport but 
were eventually. given temporary permission to enter 
the country for the match. 

Udinese general manager Pier Paulo Mario said the 
Ttalian club would investigate the incident and said 
the players believed the passports were genuine. 

“Udinese is very angry and accepts no responsibil- 
ity. We will start to investigate what actually hap- 
pened with the passports,” Mario said. 

Polish immigration spokesman Miroslaw Szacilo 
said the players had told border police that their agent 
hjad organised the Portuguese passports to allow 
them to bypass rules which limite the numbers of 
players from outside the European Union who can 
play in Italian league sides. 


Be: Warley, involved in a passport 


Taggart earns 
Leicester draw 


Warley hits Udinese winner 
after passp 


Gerry Taggart: Equaliser. 


UEFA will announce where the second leg will be 
played on September 28 after ruling it should take 
place at a neutral venue instead of in the Yugoslav 
capital. 

Yugoslav elections take place on September 24 
and UEFA were concerned about security in 
Belgrade in the aftermath. 


ort p 


Fe4 


Christian Diaz: In action against the Poles. 
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in the 29th minate from a pass by Markus 
and donbled bis taly wich « 50% mint solo. 


Rapid Bucharest 
Liverpool 


iverpool midfielder Nicky Barmby cele- 
| brated his European club soccer debut 

with the only goal in a UEFA Cup first 
round, first leg victory against Rapid Bucharest 
last week, 

Barmby put Liverpool in front after 29 minutes 
following a superb run by Michael Owen who beat 
four players before passing to bis unmarked team 
mate to score his first goal since joining the club 
from Everton. 

Barmby had almost broken his duck seven min- 
utes earlier when, after another piece of Owen 
magic, he crashed a shot against the crossbar. 

Liverpool, winners of seven European club tro- 
phies, dominated throughout, with the link-up play 
of England colleagues Owen and Barmby a constant 
source of danger to the Rapid defence. 

The margin of victory could have been larger as 
Liverpool continued their domination in the second 
half. 

Midfielder Danny Murphy, who replaced Emile 
Heskey in the first half, saw his 72nd-minute effort 
saved by goalkeeper Razvan Lucescu while Owen 
wasted a great chance four minutes later. 

Striker Robbie Fowler replaced Owen five min- 


Subdued Chelsea overcome Swiss 


Chelsea 


St Gallen 


game since the shock sacking of manager 

Gianluca Vialli, squeezed out a lacklustre 
1-0 win over Swiss side St Gallen in the first 
round first leg of the UEFA Cup last week. 

Wing-back Christian Panucci, on loan from Inter 
Milan, scored in the 25th minute, lifting the ball over 
Joerg Astiel as the St Gallen keeper attempted to 
scramble it from his feet. : 

The goal from an inch-perfect flighted pass by 
Dennis Wise was one of-few constructive moves by 
the Londoners whose side packed with internationals 
looked scrappy against the well-organised and indus- 
trious Swiss champions. 

Chelsea chairman Ken Bates, who sacked former 
Italy international Vialli after a poor start to the 
domestic season and apparent discontent in the 
dressing room, said in the match programme that 
with a fresh start the players needed to prove them- 
selves. 

“Each of them can now demonstrate that they 
deserve to play for Chelsea, otherwise they have no 
future here,” he wrote: 

But none demonstrated any great heart in front of 
a paltry crowd of 18,196 filling just over half their 


\ subdued Chelsea side, playing their first 


Austrians trounce 
hapless Fiorentina 


Barmby goal clinches 
away win for Liverpool 


Michael Baurconyerted a penalty for the Austrian 
champions’ in the 45th-minute after Fiorentina’s 
Daniele Adani had stopped a Gilewicz shot with bis 
arm. 

Second ‘half substinte Predrag Mizitovic replied 
for Fiorentina in the $4th minute after profiting from 
adefensive error by Robert Wazinger. 

Itwas the first game in Tirol's sew Tivoli stadium. 


utes from time, returning to action following a seri- 
ous ankle injury. 

Rapid coach Anghel Jordanescu paid a glowing 
tribute to Owen after the game. The former Romania 
national coach 
said: “What we jj 
feared most came j= 
true. Owen did a | 
perfect job. 
Nobody can stop | 
this phenomenal 
player. He could 
beat a whole 
team.” 

Liverpool 
coach Gerard 
Houiller was satis- 
fied with the per- 
formance of his 
team. “We were 
better from a tacti- Nicky Barmby: 
cal point of view Goalscorer. 
than Rapid and we have a good chance of qualilying 
for the second round,” he said. 

Despite a 750-strong police presence in the 
Giulesti Stadium, there was no sign of trouble as 
both sets of fans joined in chanting together and 
swapping club colours. fe 


usually packed Stamford Bridge ground. 

First team coach Ray Wilkins described the per- 
formance as disappointing. “But you've got to give 
some credit to the opposition. They came out to stop 
us playing and to a certain extent they succeeded.” 


Christian Panucci: Winner. 


“Tt’s been difficult for the lads. There’s deep feel- 
ing for Luca among many players,” Wilkins added. 
He said he had spoken to Vialli before the match. 
“He, wished them luck.” the former Chelsea, AC 
Milan and Manchester United player said. 


LUXEMBOURG 


YUGOSLAVIA |2 


GROUP ONE 
J ugoslavia opened their World Cup 
qualifying campaign with a comfort- 
able 2-0 victory over European group 
one part-timers Luxembourg over the week- 
end, 

Two powerful headers, by Parma’s Savo 
Milosevic after four minutes and Deportivo La 
Coruna midfielder Slavisa Jokanovic on 26 min- 
utes, were enough for the Euro 2000 quarter- 
finalists. 

Luxembourg, 138th in FIFA’s world rankings, 
never looked likely to trouble the visitors, who 
were under new coach Tlija Petkovic, 


ROMAINA 


GROUP EIGHT 


Cup qualifier, 


over a perfect bail from the left flank. 


penalty spot in Group A. 


SLOVENIA 
| FAROE ISLANDS 


one qualifier, 


TURKEY 
MOLDOVA 


GROUP FOUR 


successful but uninspired start. 


in the 70th minute, the 


CZECH REPUBLIC 
BULGARIA 


GROUP THREE 


Yugoslav’s head 


Savo Milosevic: 
Scored his sides first. 


outside the Luxembourg area, where the home 
defenders worked tirelessly to keep the 
Yugoslav attack at bay. 

Milosevic wasted two good chances in the 
second half and Luxembourg goalkeeper Alija 
Besic was constantly in the thick of the action. 


ROUND UP 


ubstitute Tonel Ganea saved Romania's blushes 
when he scored an 89th-minute winner to beat 
Lithuania 1-0 in a European group eight World 
Ganea, who came on in the 67th minute, headed home 
from cight metres after Salamanca’s Catalin Munteanu sent 


Tt was Ganea’s ninth goal in 17 internationals and a repeat 
of his feat at Euro 2000 when he came on {0 score 
Romania's $9th-minute witner against England from the 


Islands scored twice in the dying minutes to 


K snatch a surprise 2-2 draw against Euro 2000 
finalists Slovenia in a World Cup European group 


Midfielder Uni: Arge and defender Ossur Hansen scored 
in the last three minutes of the match, stunning their guests 
who had seemed headed for a comfortable win. 

His side had gone 2-0 up just five minutes before the end, 
Milan Ostere running through for an easy solo goal with 
Saso Udovic, who was replaced by Osterc in the 7ist 
minuite, opened the secring for Sidveaia in the 25th minute, 


jurkey beat Moldova 2-0 to set their World Cup 
European group four qualifying campaign off to a 


from’ # delight! individual goal 


late penalty by Karel Poborsky gave the Czech 
Republic a 1-0 victory over Bulgaria in their 


World & ty Ranran ercup three qu: 


The hosts did 
have a couple of 
> bright moments, 


ESTONIA 


playmaker Luc 
Holtz hit the bar 
with a fierce 
hooked shot mid- 
way through the 
first half. 

But most of the 


Ha aes F semifinals. 
action was just 


UKRAINE 


GROUP FIVE 
mmanuel Olisadebe scored a pair of 
| ees goals to lead Poland to a 
shock 3-1 away win over Ukraine in 
their World Cup European group five quali- 
fier. 


The Nigerian-born striker, who also scored on 
his debut for his adoptive country in last month's 


rgentina's march to the 2002 World Cup 
finals continued over the weekend with 
a resolute 2-1 victory over Peru in Lima. 
The South American group leaders overcame 
their recent defeat asia Brazil, and held out 
= against Peru's 
"| last-gasp efforts 
to grab an 
equaliser. 
This was not a 
brilliant perfor- 
mance, but 
Argentina 
always possessed 
the quality that 
would make the 
diiference 
between the two 
sides 
Hornan Crespo 
cortimucd to 
Juan Veron: Sealed __ stake his claim to 
victory for Argentina. be an able 
ment for 
powerful 


right-footed goal on 27 minutes. 

Sebastian Veron increased the lead on 38 mi 
utes, with an imperious free kick which 
outstretched heads lined up along Peru's defe: 
wall. 

Peru's goal came on 69 minutes, when Bonano 
failed to hold Gustavo Tempone's free kick, and 
Walter Samuel's attempted clearance sent the ball 
into his own goal. 

The pace of the game rose in the final stages, 
but it was Argentind, not Peru, making the 
chances. 

Veron was unlucky not to add a third goal to the 
tally, when he rattled the bar in the final minute. 


PORTUGAL CRUISE) 
their way to victory | To FIRST UP WIN 


notably when PORTUG - minute with a set-piece free-kick, curl- 


GROUP TWO 


ortugal cruised to a 3-1 win 
over Estonia in their European 


sroup two World Cup qualifier  saoihaller after his $96 million move 


over the weekend, showing the class 5 
ihatstouke thea iahikekienee nnd from Barcelona to Real Madrid, also set 


Portugal struck in the 14th minute 
when Manuel Rui Costa curled a shot 
inside diving Mart Poom’s left-hand 
post from about 18 metres. 


Jorge Almeida found the net in the kal alttthe @4th minut 
33rd minute but the effort was disal- °° “10 gelnue pninute ater 


=. 


lowed for a foul. 
Luis Figo made it 2-0 in the 49th 


ing the ball around Estonia’s wall and 
beyond Poom’s outstretched hand into 
the top corner. 

Figo, the world’s most expensive 


up Portugal’s third goal in the 57th 
minute. 

The midfielder floated the ball into 
the box for Ricardo Pinto to score with 
a close-range header. 

Andres Oper bagged Estonia’s con- 


Luis Figo: Scored from a free 
kick against Estonia. 


comer. 


friendly against Romania, headed Poland into 
the lead in the third minute, then scored again in 
the 33rd to break a 1-1 deadlock, 

Ironically, Olisadebe was added to the starting Se 
line-up at the last minute after Polish doctors 
pronounced him healthy from a week-long leg 


injury. = “ 
AC Milan striker Andriy Shevchenko briefly 5 J “74 
brought Ukraine into the match when he fired ce R =. 


from a sharp angle past goalkeeper Jerzy Dudek | +t. 
in the 13th minute. 


Radoslaw Kaluzny: Scores Poland's third 
in a 3-1 win over Ukraine. 


RESULTS 


Peru 1 (Walter Samuel (OG) 69) Argentina 2 
(Herman Crespo 27, Juan Sebastian Veron 38), 


Bravil 5 (Romario 12, 77, 81, Rivaldo 47, 
Marques 89) Bolivia 0 
Uruguay 4 (Federico Magallanes 15, Dario 


Silva 37, Nicolas Olivera 35, Gabriet Cedres 
87) Ecuador 0) 


BOLIVIA 


omario scored a hat-trick in a tri- 

Ren international return as Brazil 

t Bolivia 5-0 to take some of the pres- 

sure off beleaguered coach Wanderley 
Luxemburgo. 

Luxemburgo yielded to fan pressure after a 
bleak series of results and was amply rewarded at 
the Maracana stadium for recalling the 34-year- 
old striker, whose last full international had been 
ina friendly against Argentina in April 1998. 

With sheets of rain falling as the game began, 
Brazil's chances of producing a much-needed goal 
glut initially looked slim. 

However, there was an air of greater confidence 
about the team and when Vampeta was sent clear 
only to be upended by Bolivian goalkeeper 
Mauricio Soria, the home side were awarded a 
penalty which was duely converted by Romario 1 
after only 12 minutes, 8 

The Maracana crowd, who had mixed jeers 2.Colombia 8 
with cheers, were finally won over when Rivaldo 3. Uruguay 8 
extended Brazil's lead shortly after the interval, 4, Brazil 8 
meeting a Cafu cross after a well-worked move 5. Paraguay 8 

8 
8 
8 
8 
8 


Chile 0 Colombia 1 (Jairo Castillo, 66) 


Paraguay 3 (Gonzalez 30. Cardozo 35, 
Paredes 44 ) Venezuela 0 


STANDINGS 


C) 
Veo SMoOnha Dp 


oOo 


1. Argentina 


ae 


which also inyolved 6. Chile 

Romario. a 7.,Ecuador 
Bolivia offered little 8. Peru 

Tesponse and Romario, | 9 Bolivia 


revelling on his return 10. Venezuela 
\ a 


to his favoured 
TOP SCORERS 


Maracana —_hunting- 
ground, struck again in 

> Rivalde (Brazt}, 
+ tran 


W 
6 
4 
4 
4 
4 
3 
3 
2 
1 
1 


CONNM==]=MNVU—0 
NO nob Mp a ae 
WEROo Ani oa 


the 77th and 8ist min- 
utes, both goals slotted ff 
coolly home from § 
Vampeta passes before | 
Defender Marco 
Sandy, made it 5-0 in | 
the 89th minute, 


Romario: Brazil's 
Hat-trick hero. 


Derio Silva. Nicolas Olivera (Uraguay) 
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Mark Viduka 


(Australia) 


